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Mahat hi r- NHK (I nt ervi ew)
MALAYSI A WLL AVO D JAPAN S M STAKES, SAYS DR MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, July 27 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said
Japan will still be Malaysia's role nodel in its nation building process.

However, Mal aysia would be cautious and avoi d naking the sane ni st akes
t hat Japan had nmade, the prime mnister said.

"You can learn also fromthe m stakes of others. What we are seeing in
Japan today is a lot of m stakes, and we are going to avoid those
m stakes,"” he said in an interview with Japanese tel evision, NHK aired
over Astro |ast Tuesday.

The interview in conjunction with the prime mnister's 20th year in
office was held at Putrajaya. A recorded copy of the interview was nade
avai |l abl e to Bernana.

Dr Mahathir said, however, that at the nonent, Japan was not a good
rol e nodel for Malaysia.

He was asked whether he still wanted Japan to be Mal aysia's rol e nodel
for its Look East Policy now that Japan was struggling to revive its
economny whi ch had stagnated for the Iast 10 years.

The prime mnister said Japan should eventual |y change and harnoni se
with the rest of the world. However, it should not do so in a hurried
manner just because it was being criticised by others.

"Japan has decided that it nmust change the way it does things, it nust
foll ow what the West says is the best practice. Wen you try to change
t hi ngs, you always create destruction,” he said.

On Japan's role in Asia, Dr Mahathir said the country should continue
to show interest in the region, be sensitive to the needs of the snall
nations as well as willing to help themw th the new technol ogy.

The 20-m nute programe al so showed some clippi ngs of events which nmade
news headlines, including the ones on Dr Mahathir and international
financi er CGeorge Soros exchangi ng heated debates over currency tradi ng and
on the recent Umo general assenbly when Dr Mahathir recited a poemto
rem nd the Malays of their roots and the struggle to achi eve i ndependence.

The prime mnister was asked how the establishment of the East Asia
Econom ¢ Caucus (EAEC) and the Asian Devel opnent Fund, which he had
proposed, would be beneficial to the Asian countries in facing
gl obal i sati on.

He said that if each country were to try to influence the cause of
gl obalisation on its own, it would have no inpact at all.

"But if we are able to talk to each other first and determ ne the kind
of globalisation that is beneficial for the whole world then | think people
will listen because it is a very big entity, it's one third of the world's
mar ket, and therefore people are bound to listen,” he said.

He al so answered questions on the Umo general assenbly |ast nonth,
saying that he wanted to renmind the Mal ays of the country's
pre-i ndependence days so that they would not nmake the same m st akes.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked on his next big task of transferring power
snmoothly to his successor.

"If I can, | would like to step down now, but I amnot allowed to. I'm
not even allowed to talk about it by my coll eagues because they say that
this is disruptive. You talk about it, the market reacts, people worry, and
things like that, so | don't talk about it. But |I'm prepared to go whenever
people want ne to go, | don't want to overstay ny welconme,” he said.

On his next target for Malaysia, Dr Mahathir said he would l|ike to keep



the country peaceful and stable and exert Ml aysia's independence even if
the world is globalised.

- - BERNAMA

RAZ 7S JK



	MALAYSIA WILL AVOID JAPAN'S MISTAKES, SAYS DR MAHATHIR (Bernama 27/06/2001)

