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Mahat hi r - Pr of essi onal
MALAYSI AN Cl VI L SERVANTS ARE PROFESSI ONAL PEOPLE- DR MAHATHI R

KUCHI NG Feb 24 (Bernama) -- The Prine Mnister said today Ml aysian
civil servants including the mlitary and police are professional in their
attitude and this by and | arge has contributed to the present rapid
devel opnent of Ml aysi a.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said civil servants in Ml aysia were
di scharging their duties in accordance with the |aws of the country and did
not side with any political party.

They were carrying out their work diligently and were steadfastly
i npl enenting the deci sions and policies of the government of the day, he
said during a dialogue with Federal and Sarawak civil servants here.

"However if they begin to question the decisions of the government
nerely because they are supporting another political party, then all the
deci si ons nmade by the governnment cannot be inplenented,” the Prine Mnister
sai d.

Some 600 civil servants were present at the dial ogue as well as Sarawak
Chief Mnister Tan Sri Haji Abdul Taib Mahmud.

Sarawak has 75,000 civil servants of whom 50,000 were serving in
Federal departnents.

He said if government decisions could not be inplemented by civil
servants then the country woul d not devel op.

Dr Mahathir said there were certain groups which were nmaking increasing
efforts through various avenues to obstruct civil servants so that they
woul d no | onger be Ioyal to the governnment el ected by the people.

"Some have becone influenced...... | hope this group will disappear but
if the myjority of the civil servants are not |oyal to the governnent then
we will not be able to help the people,” he said.

He said there was no country with a government whose deci sions were all
perfect and was free of m stakes.

"When we | ook at Mal aysia and the decisions that have been nade by the
government....we can see there is devel opnent taking place and this nmeans
that the decisions have been correct,” he said.

The Prime Mnister said there were al so nore extrene groups worKking
towards ensuring that all governnent decisions were not inplenented so that
t he governnment woul d col | apse and another party coul d take over.

"When this party comes up, the supporters of the old governnent will
sabot age the new governnment and if this continues, there will be scores of
gover nment changes and not hi ng can be done in the country,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said it was inportant to have a strong governnent in
Sarawak with a two-thirds majority in the legislature and al so at the
Federal |evel.

"This is not because we are power crazy but because a strong gover nnent
can i mpl enent decisions for the benefit of the people w thout any fear of
bei ng toppl ed," he added.
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