31/ 05/ 2001
Mal aysi an drivers | ack road courtesy

Mohd Fuad Abdul Aziz
NEWS on road acci dents has become a common phenomenon in Ml aysia and
there i s nothing shocking or bizarre about them

The latest that | have read in the New Straits Times says "Acci dents
rise as school holiday crowds jamroads" (NST, May 28).

A Japanese teacher of mine once told me that he was advised (by his
superior in Japan) not to take road transportation if he needs to travel
i n Mal aysi a.

As such, he used the railway transportation. Wiy? | asked.

He answered in a sinple way, "too many accidents".

This conversation took place in 1990. It seens that nore than 10 years
ago, the story of accidents on Ml aysi an roads had becone gl obal .

Today ny Japanese teacher has | ong gone back to his country.

Perhaps if he is still here he might succunb to road phobi a.

Exaggerati on, one m ght say, but then again | ook at the statistics.

Mal aysi ans are generally known to be courteous but behind the wheel, |
doubt it.

It is as if there is an unknown force that sonmehow turns us into drivers
fromhell.

I witnessed on one occasion a person wearing a ketayap (a Musli m skul
cap), a person normally presuned to be well-mannered, overtaking
i ndi scrimnately.

A few weeks back, nmy car was knocked fromthe rear by another car but |
was not that furious with the driver because the actual culprit was a taxi
driver who suddenly stopped in the mddle of the road of fast noving
traffic to take a passenger

And of course, as usual the taxi driver did not use his indicator
signal . The dunb thing about that particular taxi driver was that there
was a bus and taxi stop that is less than 50 netres in front of him

Noti ci ng that an accident had occurred behind himdue to him he drove
of f without a thought about what he had caused.

| ampositive that this sort of incident has happened to nmany of us and
believe me it will happen and can happen to anyone.

Nowadays, one cannot escape fromthese drivers fromhell who don't
bot her about any form of road courtesy.

Anot her type of driver who is no |l ess a nuisance is the road-hog.
Driving at | ess than 60knmh on a road with a speed limt of 90kmh can
cause so nmuch fury to the rest especially when he is in pole position and

you cannot overtake due to the traffic in the opposite direction.

If he is driving a heavy | oaded lorry or a post-war bus, one can
understand and take it easy but if he is driving a relatively new car, one
feels this is definitely not justified.

| wonder whether the authorities can i ssue a sunmmons to such road-hogs
because | heard that our neighbouring country does take action agai nst
such drivers.

I remenber watching the news on tel evision when our Prime M nister Datuk
Ser Dr Mahat hir Mhamad nade a statenent regardi ng these reckl ess drivers.

He said that one should not think that since he is a good driver he can
go of f speeding for you can never be too sure that you will not end up in
an acci dent.

I amsure even school children know that speed kills since they watch
t el evi si on.



And | am sure everybody knows not to drink and drive.

Vell, there is only one conclusion to this phenonenon - the attitude
probl em

No matter how frequent road-safety canpaigns are carried out throughout
the country, people will not change unless they make an effort to use just
alittle coomon sense when driving.
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