17/ 02/ 2001

Mal aysi an Gover nnent gi ves RM380, 000

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The Ml aysi an Governnment today presented a cheque for
US$100, 000 (RVB80, 000) to the | ndian Government to show the country's
serious concern and deep synpathy for the sufferings of the CGujarat
ear t hquake vi cti ns.

The cheque was presented by Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar
to the Indian H gh Comm ssi oner Veena Sikri at Wsnma Putra.

Syed Hami d, in his speech, expressed his concern for the sufferings of
t he eart hquake victi ns.

"I ndi a needs about US$3 billion for the towns and cities affected by the
eart hquake. We hope the noney will reduce their burdens."

Veena said she was grateful to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, the Governnent, the Foreign Mnistry and its people for the
assi st ance.

"W appreciate the i medi ate and spont aneous response received fromthe
Mal aysi an Governnment. Mal aysia not only gave nonetary assi stance, but were
al so quick to send their Special Mlaysian Di saster Assistance and Rescue
Team (SMART) and nedi cal team (Ml aysi an Medical Relief Society) to help
in the rescuing of victins," she said.

The SMART and nedical teanms, along with a liaison officer fromthe
Nati onal Security Division and five Ml aysian journalists, were in India
for about two weeks fromFeb 1.

Veena al so thanked the individuals and corporate citizens in Ml aysia
who have assisted in organising fund raising events to hel p the earthquake
victims.

"I amtouched by their generosity. W have received |l ots of support and
contribution frommany parties includi ng non-Governmental organi sations,"”
she sai d.

The New Straits Tines al so | aunched the Guj arat Earthquake Fund earlier
this nmonth and has since received overwhel ning response fromthe public.
Proceeds fromthe fund will be channeled to help the earthquake victins.

The earthquake which hit India on Jan 26 resulted in over 30,000 deaths
and left nore than a mllion people honel ess.
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