13 FEB 2001
Sany- | PF
MALAYSI AN | NDI ANS ARE UNI TED, SAYS M C PRESI DENT

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 13 (Bernama) -- The Ml aysian Indian conmunity is as
united as before and clainms of a divided comunity were coined by certain
politicans out to nake their presence felt in politics, said MC President
Datuk Seri S. Samy Vel lu here today.

In an apparent reference to Datuk M G Pandithan-1ed |Indian Progressive
Front (IPF), he said the Indian community is not dissem nated and the M C
is the party that resolves problens faced by ordi nary Indians.

Respondi ng to questions on the recent IPF s rejection to join the MC,
Sany said the comunity knows the people who harps on clains that the
I ndi ans are disunited.

The IPF clainms to represent the down-trodden Indians and strong
grass-root support but that does not nmean the IPF really resolves their
probl enms, he said.

"W solve the problens of the grass root Indians. W work while others
talk. It causes nothing to talk," Sany told reporters after neeting the
Ampang Jaya People's Consultative Council led by its chairman Datuk Ong Tee
Keat, who is al so Anmpang Jaya Menber of Parlianment.

Sany, who is also Wrks Mnister, said the Indians in Ml aysia are not
fighting anong each other and the question of a divided society does not
arise at all.

On Sunday, the I PF General Assenbly here rejected an invitati on by Sany
to join the MC

Last nmonth, the M C extended an olive branch to Pandithan and his
menbers to join the party.

"After Pandithan left MC, there was no case of division anong the
I ndian community and | believe even in 50 years fromnow, the Indian
community here will not be divided," he said.

On his reason for inviting IPFto join MC, Sany said he was foll ow ng
the footsteps of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad in inviting
PAS to Malay unity talks.

"W have extended our hands...instead they kicked at us. If they don't
want to shake hand with us just say so...don't kick us in the face," said
Sany who was annoyed with Pandithan's remarks, likening himto a security
guard who refuses to allow IPF to enter the BN coalition.

Pandi t han, who was a M C vice-president, forned the | PF a year after he
was expelled fromthe MC in 1988 for indiscipline.
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