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MALAYSI AN LAWYER HERBERT MORAI S READY FOR NEW CHALLENGE

By: Sal ny Hashim

WASHI NGTON, Jan 16 (BERNAMA) -- After 27 years as a top |egal counse
inthree major nultilateral banking systens, Ml aysian Dr Herbert V.
Morais, is ready for a new chall enge

Recently made partner of Dewey Ballantine LLP, a |eading internationa
law firmhere, Mrais is charged with providing advice to governnments in
addressing |l egislative reformissues.

"Any legal refornms to be successful nust be gradual -- a scorched earth
approach that does not suit l|ocal needs would just fail mserably," said
Morais in a recent interview here before he departed for Sri Lanka to
deliver a keynote address on legal refornms at the country's annual Nationa
Law Conf er ence.

"You can't pluck a lawin France, for instance, and plant it in
Mal aysi a because there are | ocal custons, property rights at work - if
these factors are not taken into account the new | aws woul d not be
under st ood or accepted and the locals will see it as an alien transplant,™
he said.

International |egal refornms, especially in international finance, is a
relatively new field.

The international financial crises which hit enmerging Latin Anerican
and Asi an econonies created a strong novenent for legal refornms to inprove
cor porate governance, to strengthen regul atory agenci es that supervise
corporate and financial institutions as well as judicial institutions to
arbitrate conmercial disputes effectively.

Dewey Bal | antine, which has 500 | awyers and about 130 partners in
of fices in New York, London, Hong Kong, Budapest, Krakow and Warsaw, has 25
ot her practice groups.

The law firmis one of the first in the world to set up an
international legislative reformpractice group to assist energing
countries in their efforts to i nprove and update | aws invol ving finance,
busi ness, banki ng, bankruptcy, accounting and securities regulations.

Morais is not a "new kid on the block”™ in this field. He has after al
served al nost 30 years beginning with the Asian Devel opnent Bank as
Assi stant General Counsel then on to Chief Counsel at the World Bank and
recently as Assistant CGeneral Counsel at the International Mpnetary Fund.

H s experiences in Manila and Washi ngton invol ved advi sing foreign
governments in several legal reformprojects in Asia, the Mddl e East,
North Africa and Latin America, especially in business, comrercial and
financial |aws.

"I"'mfroma devel opi ng country. Having spent 27 years in internationa
devel oping institutions, | understand what devel oping countries want. Every
government should be in the driver's seat in designing the |aws - we give
advice and policy options,"” said Mdrais, a product of the Harvard Law
School

"We nust not repeat the mstakes of several foreign experts who blindly
apply Western | egal nodels without adapting themto |ocal needs,"” he said.

"Utimately the country will decide for thenselves the kinds of |aws
they want. Qur business is not to export Anerican |laws," said this father
of three grown-up children

Morai s, who was raised in |Ipoh and Kual a Lunmpur, is one of five
children of the late John Victor Mrrais, known for his biographies of
Mal aysi an | eaders Tunku Abdul Rahman, Tun Abdul Razak, Tun Hussein Onn and



Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad. John Morais was al so editor and publisher
of Who's Who in Ml aysi a.

"I think international legal reformis a nice, exciting challenge to
cap ny career in law. I've lived outside the country for the past 35 years
- 1 wuld Iike to contribute something to Mal aysia,” he said as he
made preparations to | eave for Col onbo with stopovers in Mnila, Hong Kong,
Si ngapore and Kual a Lunpur.
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