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MALAYSI A CAN BECOVE THE STRONGEST | SLAM C NATI ON, SAYS PM

PUTRAJAYA, Nov 11 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad is confident that Ml aysia can beconme the strongest Islamc nation
if Muslinms in the country were to uphold the true teachings of |slam

As such, he said, Muslins in Ml aysia should acquire know edge
essential for the devel opnent of Muslins here and el sewhere so that Mislins
woul d no | onger be underm ned.

Speaki ng during a dial ogue attended by sone 2,000 religious teachers
fromthroughout the country here, the Prime Mnister said that at present,
Muslims were so weak that they were unable to protect thensel ves.

"Wth greater efforts, Insyaallah (God willing) we should be able to
build a truly strong Islamic nation. It is never our intention to becone
the world's powerful but it is vital that we have certain strength to
protect the Miuslinms," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that such strength could be devel oped if Mislins were
steadfast in upholding the true teachings of Islam

The Prime Mnister said that Miuslinms should al so place enphasis on
noral values to curb incidents |ike a son setting his father on fire or a
father raping his own daughter, frequently reported in the newspapers.

"What has happened to the norals of Muslins that a father could rape
his own child. And this does not happen once or twice...we read of only a
few (cases) in the newspapers.

"Actually, it happens quite often, because in our conmunity noral
val ues no | onger exist. Instead, hatred has been constantly instilled
against this and that person, especially over politics,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said that because of the focus on politics, the true
teachi ngs of Islam had been negl ected and this was happeni ng anong Misli ns
in the country.

"It's very enbarrassing to see Muslins being dragged to court to face
such charges," he said.

Dr Mahathir hoped that religious teachers entrusted with the
responsibility to inpart the true teachings of Islamwould realise this
heavy responsibility and cast aside other interests to concentrate on
di ssem nating Islamc know edge.

He said that in this way, a Mislimcomunity with honour and
principles, successful in their endeavours and capable of resisting their
enem es coul d be devel oped.

Dr Mahathir also called on religious teachers to provide children with
the true teachings of Islam because at that young age, they could readily
absorb know edge.

As such, he said, the role of teachers in the character devel opnent of
children was crucial, to set a foundation on which to chart their life in
future.

Referring to the situation of Muslins in the world at present, he said
that they were intimdated, oppressed and attacked because they were weak
and i ncapabl e of defending thensel ves.

He said that their weaknesses stemmed fromthe msinterpretation of
I sl am ¢ teachings which were then di ssem nat ed.

Enphasi s was placed on only one aspect of Islamc know edge, nanely the
rituals, while other aspects were negl ected.

Dr Mahathir said that as a result, many Islanmc countries were
i ncapabl e of self-adm nistration, war would frequently erupt, attenpts were



made to topple the government and as such, peace would not prevaiul and
their countries could not be devel oped.

It was vastly different fromthe era of Islamic civilization sone 1,000
years ago when Muslinms were in power with huge enpires, he said.

The Muslinms, he said, had mastered various know edge and others did not
dare pose any threat to the Muslins.

Dr Mahathir said that now, when Mislinms in Afghanistan and Pal estine
were killed, Muslins in other countries were hel pl ess even though there
exist rich Islamc countries |ike Saudi Arabia.

"Muslinms are only good in staging denonstrations and protests but these
are ignored by the parties concerned.

"The total nunmber of Muslinms is 1 billion but our power is not that of
a people of 1 billion," he said.

He said: "Muslins are weak not because of other people. Mislins
thensel ves are to be blanmed for their own weaknesses and we are weak not
because of the religion because if we were to heed Islamc teachings, we
will remain Miuslins who are progressive and successful

"But because there are other interests, there are those who make w ong
interpretations...and it is because of these msinterpretations that we now
see Muslins who are weak and hel pl ess to assist other Miuslins who are
suffering,” he said.
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