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Mahat hi r - Af ghani st an
MALAYSI A AGAI NST ATTACK ON AFGHANI STAN, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 28 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said
that while Ml aysia supports the United States' war against terrorism it
opposes plans to attack Afghanistan or other nations in the US pursuit of
terrorists.

The Prime Mnister said Ml aysia believed that going to battle would
not solve terrorismas war would also inflict on the innocent public.

"We do not wish to see any war being | aunched at any country.

"W have to object to any intended war as we do not see it as a
solution,” Dr Mahathir said at a nmedia conference after chairing an Umo
Supreme Council neeting at the party headquarters here today.

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia called for an international conference on
terrorismto determ ne the causes of the problemand fornul ate neasures to
deal with it.

He said figuring out the reasons for the terrorists' anger would be
crucial in containing and defusing their fury.

VWile referring to the Sept 11 terrorist attacks on New York's Wrld
Trade Centre and the Pentagon in Washington, Dr Mahathir said there was
obviously extreme fury that provoked the terrorists to nmake suicida
flights to bring down buil dings.

"Qt herwi se they woul d have not done what they did and we should find
why were they so angry," he said.

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia will notify its high conm ssioners and
anbassadors abroad on its stand so that there would be no contradiction on
the matter.

The prime mnister said Malaysia has no ties with the Taliban rul ers of
Af ghani stan and the Afgan envoy in Malaysia is representing the Northern
Al l'iance.

Mal aysi a too, he said, has evidence that some Ml aysians had teanmed up
with the Talibans and returned home to nount terror activities to topple
t he governnment under the guise of setting up an Islamc state.

"As such we are al so uneasy with the Talibans as well as Osama bin
Laden," Dr Mahathir said.

He said that in the event that Afghanistan is attacked in the pursuit
of terrorists, many innocent Afghans would inevitably fall victins.

"Al t hough the Talibans rul e Af ghani stan, they nmay not enjoy the support
of the Afghan people at |arge who had no choice but to remain in that
country and follow the ways dictated by the Talibans," Dr Mhathir said.

He hoped that the United Nations woul d organise the world conference on
terrori smwhich Ml aysia proposed and involve all countries at that.

However, given the |lengthy process entailed in convening such a
conference, it would do to first have several western and Islam c nations
to attend a smaller nmeeting to discuss terrorismwth utnost urgency, he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir believed terrori smwould persist even if Afghani stan woul d
subsequently be captured or annexed by the west.

Not all Afghans, Iraqis or Palestinians are terrorists as intelligence
reports al so showed that they also consisted of Saudi and Egyptians, he
sai d.

"As such it is inproper to blane the Afghan governnent or the Saud
governnment because terrorists are everywhere. They coul d have al ready been
inthe US for a quite a while preparing and planning for the recent



attacks," Dr Mahathir said.

"Even i f Afghanistan is defeated and occupi ed by the western powers,
this does not guarantee terrorismis defused, perhaps the terrorists may
stri ke again el sewhere,” he said.

Dr Mahathir al so disclosed that his British counterpart Tony Blair had
replied his letter in which Dr Mahathir proposed an observer m ssion be
depl oyed to restrain the Israelis and the Pal estini ans.

However Dr Mahathir said Blair did not respond to the proposal saying
he would do so later and instead Blair raised other issues relating to
Myanmar .

Dr Mahathir said he would also reply Blair's letter.

Meanwhi |l e, the Deputy Prinme Mnister and Umo deputy president Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi who had just returned froma four-day visit to
Saudi Arabia al so attended today's suprenme council neeting.

Al so speaking at the nedia conference Abdul |l ah said the Saudi
gover nment expressed support for the Malaysia-initiated international
conference on terrorismand that Riyadh opposed all fornms of terrorism

Today's Umo Suprene Council neeting discussed Malaysia's stand on the
terrorist attacks in New York and Washington and the US retaliatory
response.
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