14/11/ 2001

Mal aysi a, Morocco to forge cl oser co-operation in comerce

PUTRAJAYA, Tues. - Ml aysia and Morocco today agreed to rely on each
other's strength and experience to forge closer co-operation in comerce
and trade.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and hi s Moroccan
counterpart Abderrahmane Youssoufi have agreed that both Kual a Lumpur and
Rabat woul d serve as "gateways" for Ml aysian and Moroccan products.

"Morocco has agreed to use Mal aysia as a gateway (for its products) to
Asian countries. Simalrly, Rabat has also invited us to use Mbrocco as a
gateway to Europe.

"Such a neasure will help strengthen investnent ties between both
countries," Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hanmid Al bar told a Press
briefing on the discussions between Dr Mahathir and Abderrahmane, who is
on a four-day official visit to Ml aysi a.

Abderrahmane i s acconpani ed by his wife, Helene, and a 36- nenber
del egation including several mnisters, senior governnent officials and
si x prom nent Mroccan busi nessmen.

Syed Hami d sai d di scussions al so touched on sectors such as investnent,
services, airline industry, tourismand i nformati on comruni cati on
technol ogy (ICT).

"Morocco has requested that Petronas, which controls Energy Africa Ltd,
be nore active in oil and gas exploration in the country," he said.

"Mal aysia is willing to provide various training progranmes to Mroccan
students under the Ml aysi a Technol ogi cal Co-operation progranme,” he
added.

"There is a positive outcone from Abderrahnmane's visit. Ml aysia and
Morocco have acknow edged that visits by top | eaders of both countries are
important,” he said, adding that Dr Mahathir would visit Mrocco next
year.

Syed Hani d added that Mal aysia and Morocco al so shared simlar views on
i nternational issues, notably terrorism "Both countries believe that the
i ssue of terrorismcan only be solved by I ooking at its causes and
sources. The | eaders al so discussed the Pal estine and Pal estinian State
i ssues. "

Earlier, Dr Mahathir and Abderrahnane w tnessed the signing of three
menor anduns of understanding at the Prine Mnister's Ofice in Perdana
Putra.

The three MoUs were

* the joint comm ssion for econonic, technical, scientific and cultura
co-operation signed by Syed Ham d and the Moroccan Transport and Merchant
Mari ne M ni ster Abdessl am Zui ned,;

* the air service arrangenent between Ml aysia and Morocco signed by
Transport M nister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik and Abdessl am and,

* an agreenent for co-operation in the field of |ICT signed between the
Mul ti medi a Devel opnment Cor poration and Moroccan | nformation TechnoPark
Conpany. The signatories were MDC executive chairman Tan Sri O hman Yeop
Abdul | ah and the State Secretary at the Moroccan PMs Departnent in charge
of Post, Tel ecomruni cations and I nfornati on Technol ogy Nasr Hajji.

Abderrahmane and wi fe were received upon their arrival in Putrajaya by
Dr Mahathir and Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali.
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