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BSA- F1
MALAYSI AN- MVADE WHEELS TO COVPETE | N FORMULA ONE NEXT YEAR

By: Emillia Rosnizar

KUALA LUMPUR, July 7 (Bernama) -- Drivers...fasten your seat belts and
get ready for this: BSA Manufacturing Sdn Bhd, a | ocal maker of nagnesium
all oy wheels, is confident of landing a contract to supply themto at | east
one of the Fornmula One (Fl) teams next year.

BSA or Bold, Stylishly Successful Autonotive in the words of its group
executive chairman, Datuk Dr Cam Soh Thi am Hong, has been talking to a few
teans on the matter.

BSA's eventual entry into the conpetitive world of F1 follows the
foot steps of Petronas about four years ago when it teamed up with Red Bull
Sauber to enhance its branding and build up autonotive engi neering
experti se anong Mal aysi ans.

Mal aysi a' s significant involvenment in F1, which has been inspired by
Prinme Mnister Datuk Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, will be enhanced further should
| ocal driver Al exander Yoong mekes it to the starting grid later this year
or early next year with Team European M nardi of Paul Stoddart.

Entering F1 may sound too anbitious for some people, but not Dr Cam who
said it has always been BSA's dreamto venture into F1, which he regards as
the pinnacle of conpetitive racing in the autonotive industry.

"Every autonotive manufacturer is targeting F1 to prove their worth and
quality. Even manufacturers of car polish,” he told Bernama in an interview
at his ofice in Rawang recently.

Targeting F1 is also part of BSA s five-year devel opnent plan, he said.
BSA has four plants, two in Rawang, Selangor and two in Al or Gaj ah, Mel aka.
To be able to supply magnesium all oy wheels to an F1 team woul d be
anot her step forward for BSA and a giant |eap for the Ml aysi an autonotive

i ndustry, Dr Cam said.

BSA al ready had prelimnary discussions with sone F1 teans and the
f eedback had been positive, he said.

"We discussed with one teamlast year and this year the discussions are
centred on dollars and cents," Dr Cam said.

However, he declined to identify which team woul d use BSA' s wheel s.
"Wait till the next season,"” he said when pressed further for nore definite
directions. There will be 12 teans conpeting in the next season, the | atest
bei ng the Matsushita-sponsored Toyot a.

Dr Camestimated that BSA woul d have to spend RWM200, 000 for just one
race if it were to undertake the supply to FIl.

"If we go for 20 races, we are going to spend RV million only on the
wheel s," he said hypothetically. There are 17 races in one Fl1 season.

Dr Camsaid the total investnent for supplying wheels to an F1 teamis
RMLO million, including all expenses.

To cater for the stringent specifications of F1 races, he said BSA
woul d start produci ng magnesi um all oy wheels by the end of this year.

"We can produce 12,000 pieces yearly, which nmeans 3,000 sets in all,"
he expl ai ned.

Each F1 team needs about 2,000 sets in one season, including testing
and practices.

"Qur (magnesium alloy) production is mainly for F1 and we will have a
bal ance only 1,000 sets,"” he added.

Dr Cam said Mal aysia would be the the first South East Asian country to
produce magnesi um all oy wheels for F1 and the second in Asia after Japan.

He hoped that BSA' s involvenent in F1 would denonstrate that its



products are on par with other nore fanmous brands.

For a start, he said BSA entered the nmotorsports industry in earnest by
sponsoring a teamin the Mal aysian | eg of Japan GI at Sepang recently.

Al t hough the teamdid not nake it to the podium Dr Cam said the main
objective was to prove that BSA rinms could | ast the gruelling pace. And
t hey did.

Mot orsports aside, he disclosed that BSA seal ed a one-year contract to
supply alum nium all oy wheels for use in the KIA Spectra.

The conpany started supplying fromMay this year to a plant in Pekan
whi ch assenbl es Kl A vehicles.

"We are supplying 1,000 pieces a nonth at a val ue of RML50,000," Dr Cam
sai d.

VWhen asked about Proton, he said BSA hoped to supply wheels for the
Perdana V6 by Novenber or February next year at the latest.

Proton, he said, has asked BSA to produce 20,000 pieces of al um nium
al l oy wheels each nmonth V6 at a contract value of RV.4-RM2.5 million. --
BERNANA
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