14 JULY 2001
Mahat hi r - Yout h
MALAYSI AN YOUTHS NEED TO BE BOLD | N EXPERI MENTI NG SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, July 14 (Bernanmm) -- Mal aysian youths should be bold in
experimenting with useful things even if their endeavour seened primtive,
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said today.

He said if young peopl e began experinenting, they would not only be
able to learn nore about a certain invention but also becone nore
know edgeabl e i n what they have experinmented wth.

"Take for exanple the kit plane (experimental aircraft). If our youths
did not experinent with them (the planes), we would not have | earnt
anyt hi ng about aviation but since we have youths who experinented with
t hese pl anes, we understand avi ation better,"” he said.

He said this at the flag-off of the Asean Voyage of Friendship
expedition to all other nine Asean nenber states to handover the official
invitation for the 21st Kual a Lunmpur SEA Ganes to be held here in
Sept enber .

Dr Mahathir said experinental kit planes may | ook primtive to a | ot of
peopl e but it nust be remenbered that the Wight brothers (the pioneers of
aviation) started with a skeletal plane.

"Look where the aviation industry is today, we are in the supersonic
age where the sound barrier has been beaten by man-nade aircraft,"” he
added.

He said if the youths of today were keen on experimenting with kit
pl anes, the country one day stood the chance of not only producing
aircrafts which were sophisticated but which could fly faster than sound.

He gave the exanple of how Malaysia's first car manufacturer, Proton,
pi oneered the nation's autonotive industry.

"Today Proton cars are on par with other autonobiles in the market
which clearly shows that Ml aysia has the capablity to | eapfrog into any
area," he added.

Dr Mahathir said the sane would apply to experinmenting with kit planes
where Mal aysia could match up to the giants of the aviation industry to
produce aircrafts of its own.
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