22 JULY 2001
Mahat hi r - Change
MALAYS MUST CHANGE CULTURE TO BE SUCCESSFUL, SAYS DR M

KUALA LUMPUR, July 22 (Bernanma) -- Malays should change their culture
to be successful and work towards restoring their pride to defend Ml ay
dignity, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad said.

"I have learned a lot fromhistory. After analysing the successes and
failures of various races in the world, | discovered that we will not
succeed i f we have val ues whi ch cannot support or are unsuitable for
devel opnent, " he said.

He said values were part of culture and this was the reason why he had
repeat edl y enphasi sed on discipline, hardwork, honesty and the need to set
asi de personal interest.

"These are the values we should uphold. If we subscribe to these val ues
we will certainly succeed,” he said in an interviewwith the New Straits
Ti mes, which was published here today.

He said if the values of Ml ays were conpared with those of the
Chinese, it was found that the Chinese were nore hard working and this
reality must be accepted by all.

"I't's not that the Malays cannot do it. They sinply refuse to work hard
and ....at tinmes | feel sad about this.

"For a Chinese to work hard, it is expected of them because they are
Chi nese. Wat's wong with enmul ating and working hard i ke them" he added.

The Prime Mnister said if the Mal ays were to change their present
culture it would not nmake them |l ess Malay but they would be able to achieve
success.

"They (Mal ays) take it easy. That is why we have a huge nunber of
foreign workers - because we like it easy," he said.

He said if protection given to the Malays by the government was
reduced, they (the Malays) would fail totally in view of their weakness and
therefore they need to help the Malays to be self-reliant.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo President, said although the Ml ays have
been rem nded repeatedly, the Malay culture is still on the decline.

"I'n the past Umo was clean of nmoney politics, it is not anynore. W
have explained that it (noney politics) will destroy themand that any race
which is corrupt will be annihilated and we will |ose our independence.

"We explained...l pleaded, | cried, | prayed, | did everything...it
didn't change. They argued, what's wong with taking only RMLO? They said
we didn't take much, just RMLO. It is sad. If they took RML nmillion and
sold their rights, that's different but they sold their rights for just
RMLO, " the Prinme M nister said.

He said Mal ays should come up with a new culture where they nust have
i nternal resistance and a strong defence.

Dr Mahathir said if the Mal ays changed their culture and considered
corruption as a disgusting and humliating thing to i ndulge in and nmade an
effort to reject it, they would succeed.

He said this was the reason why he asked for the assimlation of
Islamic values in the adnministration of the governnent.

"Unfortunately today, when we ask themto teach Islamc values in
governnment offices, apart fromtouching on fardu ain, they influenced
others by saying that the government is less Islanic because we do not
i npose hudud | aws and they would be guilty for not opposing a government
whi ch does not uphold the hudud | aws," he said.

Dr Mahathir said he does not agree that |slan c awareness anong Ml ays



was becoming greater as it was just in appearence but not in substance.

He said there were many things in the Quran which could guide the
community but "many of us prefered to focus on trivial matters."

He said while the Quran teached about the whole Iife such as howto
behave and how to face enenies, sone people teached Muslins how to hate
ot hers whom t hey perceived as not Islanic

"If we can hold to the true teachings of Islam Insayaallah we wll
achi eve the sane success as the Jahilliyah race (after they enbraced
Islam," he added.

He said this was happeni ng because sonme people are beconing very
political, where they don't care what happens to Mal ays as long as they win
some influence, even if they have to msinterpret the Quran to garner that
i nfl uence.

He said al so sone ignored the actual Islam c teachings to concentrate
on political matters.

"We found out that some religious teachings are not teachings about
religion. (In one case) the teacher asked a student to put a plate on a
pi ece of paper and draw a circle and paint it green and it became a Pas
synmbol , " he added.
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