23/ 06/ 2001

Mal ays nust deci de own fate

THE truth is bitter but better. If the Malays do not change their ways and
m ndset and strive for excellence, they risk being | eft behind the other
races. Umo president and Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
has said this before and he repeated this concern for the community wth
great enphasis and urgency in his opening speech at the 55th Umo Genera
Assenbl y.

The Mal ays nust make up their mnd to do what is necessary to take on
t he chal | enges of joining the Information Technol ogy Age. They have
al ready m ssed the Industrial Revolution and the Industrial Age nainly
because they were col onial subjects and thus not in control of their own
destiny. It would be tragic if they were to remain a spectator inthe IT
Age and this time, they woul d have no one el se to blane but thensel ves.
The Mal ays nust not be conpl acent but work hard to achieve their goals.
They nmust be patient and accurul ate their wealth gradually. Only then wll
they learn howto preserve their wealth. They should al so avoid the habit
of meki ng easy nobney because as the saying goes, "easy cone, easy go."

Dr Mahathir is not one to mince his words, and in reninding the Ml ays
that it was partly because of their own disunity that allowed the
colonialists to domnate themin the past, he is also cautioning themthat
if their present disunity is allowed to continue, they will again be
dom nated by other people. This is not idle rhetoric but a real
possi bility because nodern-day col onialismcan exist in many subtle forns
and gui ses canoufl aged in the | anguage of free trade, liberalisation and
gl obal i sati on.

I f devel oping countries are not vigilant, their already fragile
econom es and currenci es can be attacked by currency traders, thus
conmpelling themto seek help frominternati onal agencies which inpose
conditions that force themto open their econonmies to exploitation by
foreigners and subject their donestic politics to outright interference by
devel oped countries. Ml aysia has been able to avoid losing its sovereign
ri ghts because, under the strong | eadership of Dr Mahathir, we dared to be
different.

The Umo-I| ed Bari san Nasi onal Government has provided anpl e
opportunities for the Malays to progress in the key areas that are vital
for their integration into the mainstreamof the nodern econony. Despite
some weaknesses and shortcom ngs, there has been tangi ble progress in
uplifting the econom c position of the Malays and ot her Bum puteras since
the inpl enmentati on of the New Economic Policy. Unlike in the past, there
are now nmany Mal ay doctors, engineers, accountants, scientists and ot her
prof essi onal s. However, the affirmative policies and special rights for
t he Mal ays and ot her Bumi puteras have to continue because their equity
stake in the econony has not reached the targeted 30 per cent and their
achi evenents in other areas are still not satisfactory. Pas and those
quick to criticise Umo for its shortcom ngs should be honest enough to
acknow edge that it is Umo which has brought about whatever econonic and
educational progress that the Mal ays have achi eved since i ndependence.

A re-invigorated Umo cl eansed of nobney politics and corruption renains
the best hope for the Malays to continue to progress and be respect ed.
They can hold their heads high in neeting the challenges in a conpetitive
world. It is therefore inperative that the Ml ays, especially the youth,
put their trust in the party.
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