24/ 06/ 2001

Mal ays will | ose dom nance if they w thdraw their support

FORMER Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Mhamed Rahmat said the proceedi ngs
of this year's general assenbly should rem nd the Malays that they will
| ose political dom nance if they w thdraw support for Umo.

He said the notions passed and content of the debates stressed the need
for Malays to balance their priority between satisfying spiritual needs
and pursuing material gains.

"For exanple, the stress on educational excellence anong Mal ay students
shoul d highlight the fact that we are still too occupied with things which
are not actually worth the |opsided priority givento it. O course,
religion is inmportant, but what is the point if as a result, we neglect
the need to pursue worldly gains which would give us strength to build a
strong Muslimconmunity."

Mohaned al so pointed out that Umo nmenbers as well as the public should
reflect on the party president's closing speech, especially on the need
for themto maintain the racial harnony.

"For nme, the nost inportant part of Dr Mahathir's speech was the
rem nder that this country could ill-afford to have a divided society.

"This country was built on our success in nmaintaining racial harnmony and
there is no way for us to save it if we fail to continue doing so."

Mohaned sai d he was happy that Dr Mahathir had conme out to state that he
had nothing to do with MCA' s take-over of the Nanyang Siang Pau and China
Press as it would avert a potentially problematic racial issue.

"Wth his frank expl anation, there should no | onger be a question of the
Mal ays trying to interfere in the purchase of the Chi nese newspapers," he
sai d.
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