16/ 12/ 2001

Mal aysi a' s success being emul ated by ot her nations

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - M C president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu said today
ot her countries were emrul ati ng Mal aysi a because of its success in using
its own approach to tackl e problens.

"This shows the ability of the Barisan Nasional Governnent, under the
| eadership of Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, to adm nister the country,”
he said in his Hari Raya nessage.

Sany Vel lu said the approach had al so strengthened the national econony
at a tinme when the world econony was down follow ng the Sept 11 terrori st
attacks on the United States.

"W are fortunate to be living in a peaceful, stable and progressive
country. Although unenploynent is rising, it is not as bad as in other
countries. The retrenched are still able to get other jobs."

Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Taib Mahnmud has urged Muslins in Sarawak to
hel p mai ntai n the good i mage of Islamso that it will not be tarni shed by
i rresponsi bl e people in their worl dwi de propaganda canpai gn.

He said just because of a snmall group of extrenists, the Miuslim
communi ty was consi dered as aggressive. "W as Mislins shoul d al ways
uphol d the belief that God is just," he said.

Sarawak Yang di - Pertua Negeri Tun Abang Muhamad Sal ahuddi n t hanked t he
security forces for their efforts in maintaining peace and stability.

Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k hoped Ml aysi ans of al
et hni c and religi ous backgrounds woul d take the opportunity during the
festival to enhance tol erance and unity.

The Mal aysi an Youth Council called on Miuslins to "open their eyes" and
be grateful for being able to celebrate in peace conpared to Muslins in
many ot her nations.

Counci | president Saifuddin Abdullah urged Muslinms in the country to
unite for peace and prosperity, and rem nded themthat they should al so
take heed of the fact that their Muslimbrothers and sisters in
Af ghani st an and Pal esti ne were ushering in this joyous season under great
duress and suffering.

Musl i m Youth Movenent of Mal aysia (Abim urged Muslins to set a side
their political differences and unite for the benefit of the ummah.

"We're respected the world over and are seen as a | eader of Mislim
nations. Muslinms in Mal aysia nust unite and consolidate their strength,
and enmerge as an exanple for the entire unmah," Abi mpresident Ahnmad Azam
Abdul Rahman sai d.

Parti Keadil an Nasional president Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan | snai
said every individual rmust strive for excellence and i nprove thensel ves.

She sai d people should not bask in their fortune but instead help the
poor and needy, particularly in tinmes of cel ebrations.

DAP secretary-general and MP for Kota Mel aka Kerk Ki m Hock said the
spirit of Ramadan was worth adopting by all Ml aysians and shoul d be an
ongoi ng process as it may be the key to harnobny, unity and progress.

Pas president Datuk Fadzil Noor said this Hari Raya, Muslins in
Af ghani st an, Pal esti ne and Kashm r had becone |ike "sheep devoured by
wol ves".

He said some Muslimecountries even conspired with non-Mislinms in what he
terned as "ummh cl eansi ng".

"Some became nere spectactors, |ike the Organisation of Islamc
Conference, which could only issue protest statements as part of a public



rel ati ons exercise," said Fadzil.
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