12 FEB 2001
Syed Hami d- Myanmar
MALAYSI A VELCOVES MYANVAR GOVT' S MORE COPEN ATTI TUDE

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 12 (Bernama) -- Mal aysia wel cones the Myannmar
CGovernment's nore open attitude and softer stance and is confident that
t hese devel oprments will lead to even better political winds of change in

t he Asean nenber state.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar said these political
devel opnents in Myanmar were very encouragi ng and Mal aysia was confi dent
that the disputing groups would arrive at a consensus on the governing
process for their country.

He was comenting on the positive devel opnents reported recently by the
UN Secretary-Ceneral's Special Envoy to Myanmar Tan Sri Razali Ismail on
his mssion to that country.

Syed Hami d was speaking at a news conference after visiting the
headquarters of the Ml aysian Association of Youth C ubs (MAYC) here.

Razali was reported to have said that he was allowed to neet twice with
Qpposition Leader Aung San Suu Kyi now under house arrest.

He also nmet the head of the mlitary junta Lt Gen Khin Nyut.

Razali was given the mandate by the UN to discuss issues related to the
UN General Assenbly Resol ution of Decenber 1999 urging the Myanmar
CGovernment to stop any violation of human rights and take steps to return
the country to denocracy,

Syed Hanmid said as a country with close ties with Myanmar, Mal aysi a
fully supported Razali's efforts to restore denocracy in that country.

However in line with the policy of non-interference in the internal
affairs of other countries, Ml aysia had adopted the stand that
denocratisation in Myanmar should be at its own pace and conveni ence
wi t hout any external force or pressure, he said.

"The Mal aysi an Governnment has al ways stressed on the concept of a
constructive relationship wthout offending any country and on the question
of Myanmar we can only be influential to the extent of showi ng how the
denocratic process has brought benefit to econom c devel opnment and to the
people's wellbeing in this country,” he said.

He said the visit of Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad to
Myanmar | ast nonth had produced encouraging results and Mal aysia would help
in the econom c devel opnent of that country.

He said Mal aysia was confident that the denocratisation process in
Myanmar woul d gai n nmonmentum when its econony further inproved.

On his visit to the MAYC headquarters, Syed Hamid said it was to study
the renovations that could be done to the office and the Youth Hostel
managed by the MAYC.

This is his first visit to the headquaters since Syed Ham d succeeded
Tan Sri Sanusi Junid as MAYC President at the end of |ast year.
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