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Mal | ot has mal i gned nmedi cal profession

A. Hanmid Abdul | ah

| CAME across an article in the Washi ngton Post the other day. It was
apparently a reply fromthe Ml aysi an Anbassador to the United States,
Dat uk Gnhazzali Shei kh Abdul Khalid, to an earlier letter on Ml aysia by
former US Ambassador John Malott.

In essence, Malott's letter indicated that fornmer Deputy Prime Mnister
Dat uk Seri Anwar |brahimwas gravely ill and that Ml aysian doctors could
be pressured politically not to give himproper treatnment. In his letter,
Ghazzali termed this suggestion "an unkind blow to the good reputation of
t he nedi cal profession".

| understand that CGhazzali was restricted by diplomacy fromregistering
a strong protest against Malott's insult of the Ml aysian nedi cal
profession. But as a Malaysian with full confidence in the | ocal nedica
profession, | take strong offence at Malott's suggesti on.

Mal ott's exact words were: "A second concern is that M Anwar is a
political prisoner who is a continuing nenesis of Prinme Mnister (Datuk
Seri Dr) Mahat hir Mharmad. Can one be certain that any operation perforned
in Malaysia ...is risk-free?"

It is unthinkable to me that Malott, as a former diplonmat, could be so
grossly unfair in his assessnent and opi nion of the Ml aysi an nedi ca
pr of essi on.

Medi cine in the US nay be ahead of Ml aysia but surely our ethica
practi ces cannot be questioned by sonmeone who has actually lived in
Mal aysi a before.

By suggesting that Ml aysi an doctors woul d conpromi se on professional
ethics, for political reasons or otherw se, Ml ott has insulted not only
| ocal medical profession but the entire country.

Mal ott heaped further insult on Malaysia' s doctors when he said that US
enbassy staff with serious nmedical problens are sent to Singapore for
treatnent, as Malaysia is not the best place.

If this is the diplomacy practised by the US, it is little wonder that
it continues to breed discord and create enemies the world over.

Gnhazzali was nost diplomatic in his response but | hope that the
Mal aysi an Medi cal Association will take a stronger stand in protecting the
i mage and reputation of the country's medi cal profession.
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