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Must apa- Put er i
MANY PAS MEMBERS' CHI LDREN JO NI NG PUTERI UMNO QUI ETLY, SAYS MUSTAPA

KOTA BAHARU, Cct 5 (Bernamm) -- Many Kel antan PAS nmenbers' children
have joined Puteri Umo on the quiet despite strong opposition fromfanmly
menbers, State Umo |iaison chief Datuk Mistapa Mhaned said today.

He said the State Umo had received nany reports that famly nmenbers
from PAS objected strongly to their children joining Puteri Umo, an
of f -shoot of Wanita Umo.

"This is an encouragi ng devel opment as it clearly showed the younger
generation is not happy with the state of affairs in Kelantan and with the
ruling party PAS

"Hence, some children of opposition party nmenbers have quietly and
openly enbraced Puteri Umo," he told reporters after |aunching Kel antan
Puteri Ummo.

Puteri Umo has nore than 5,000 nenbers in Kel antan

He said the setting up of Puteri Umo had boosted Umo's nenbershi p.

"If there's no puteri, the nmenbership increase will not be this
drastic. The presence of Puteri Umo will enhance Kel antan Umo's position
and can pose a challenge to Kel antan PAS," he said.

He said Umo suprene council menbers were going down to the divisions
nati onwi de as part of the canpaign to increase party nmenbership, especially
Puteri Umo nenbers.

The Kel antan Puteri Umo expected to have 10, 000 nmenbers by year-end
had to work hard to energe as a strong and active Umo w ng, he added.

In her speech, Puteri Umo pro tem head Azalina O hman Said said the
novenent had nore nenbers particularly from opposition-held areas as many
children of opposition party nmenbers had joined Puteri Ummo.

"This showed a change in the thinking of the young Mal ay wonen in the
country. This is also a recognition that Umo is the only Malay party that
struggl ed for wonen issues,” he said.

Till last August, there were nore than 80,000 Puteri Umo nenbers and
t he nunber was growi ng as nmenbership forns are being collected fromthe
di vi si ons.

"We do not have a specific target. What we intend to do is to organise
courses, trainings and information sessions on their responsibility and
party struggles in preparation for Puteri nmenbers to go to the ground in
t he 2004 general election," she said.

Azalina said Prine Mnister and Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad woul d be informed of every devel opment in Puteri Umo.

She said Puteri Umo was thankful to Wanita Umo for its assistance in
recruiting menbers for the new y-1launched novenent.

The Puteri Umo constitution would provide for the novenent's menbers
to be automatic Wanita Umo menbers upon reachi ng 35.
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