02 JUL 2001
Mahat hi r-Sci enti sts
MANAGE R&D FUNDS BY BEI NG MORE SYMPATHETI C TOMRDS SCl ENTI STS

KUALA LUMPUR, July 2 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today research and devel opnent funds shoul d be managed in a
way that will be nore synpathetic towards the scientists involved in the
R&D pr ogr amre.

Nevert hel ess he acknow edged that it would be indeed difficult to
eval uate an idea and the aimof the study, saying probably nost of it would
not vyield anything.

"However when the research study brings about good results, the returns
fromthe earlier funding will be i mense,” he said when | aunchi ng the
Silver Jubilee celebrations of the Mnistry of Science, Technol ogy and
Envi ronnent here.

Dr Mahathir said mnistry officers should adopt a positive attitude
towards applications fromscientists wishing to inplenent their respective
research projects.

"They shoul d extend cl ose cooperation to our scientists particularly to
those involved in research and who aspire to invent something useful,” he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir also said Mal aysian scientists should be seriously invol ved
in the field of biotechnol ogy which could contribute towards the
devel opnent of sophisticated industries that could hel p national economc
gr owt h.

He said they should cooperate with scientists fromother countries in
collecting and storing data and sanples together with the genone avail abl e
i n Mal aysi a.

"W, however, have to guard our forest riches so that no one will take
away plants and wildlife for research so that it will yield great benefits
only for thensel ves.™

On foreign calls for Malaysia's forests to be preserved to serve their
interests, Dr Mahathir said Ml aysia would not yield to such pressure
particul arly from non-governnental organi sations (NGOs).

"We cannot yield to such pressure particularly fromtheir NGO which
want us to maintain our forests as their carbon sink so that it can absorb
t he carbon di oxi de which they produce in large quantities w thout any
consi deration for the needs of our people's livelihood," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the country's forests should be saved and its products
extracted carefully while at the sane tinme a reasonable area of it should
be cleared to neet the needs of the people's livelihood.

"W have to extract forest resources particularly tinber to devel op our
nati onal econony and also to create roomfor our increasing population,” Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

Forests were al so needed as water catchnent areas to generate
electricity and for agriculture.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysians shoul d develop the culture of being
i nquisitive for national progress and not nerely depend on the research
findings and inventions of others.

"A race that has these attributes....wi shing to exam ne and study God's
gifts ...will surely progress,” he added.

The Prime Mnister was proud over the success of many Mal aysi ans for
their inventions which won excell ence awards in invention and design
conpetitions recently.

At the function, Dr Mahat hir handed over the prize to the wi nner of the



Nati onal Science Quiz 2001 --- Langkawi Mara Juni or Science College and its
three partici pants.

They received the Prine Mnister's Challenge Trophy and a trip to
Sweden to witness the Nobel Prize presentation.
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