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Mani | a wants M suari back soon to stand trial, says Syed Hamid

Fi rdaus Abdul | ah; Abdul Razak Ahnmad

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Manila has nmade it clear that it wants deposed

Aut onomous Regi on of Muslim M ndanao | eader Nur M suari back soon to stand
trial for rebellion.

Phi | i ppi nes President G oria Macapagal Arroyo conveyed this to Foreign
M ni ster Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar in a neeting at the Ml acanang Pal ace
in Manila today.

Syed Hamid, who flewto Manila this afternoon in his capacity as a
menber of the Organisation of Islanic Conference's Mnisterial Comittee
of Eight, sought clarifications fromthe Philippines Governnent over the
contradictory statenents which canme out of Manila over M suari

"There were nixed signals as to whether the Philippines wanted hi m back
or to have himsent to a third country.

"But Manila has now made it clear that it wants himback," he said in a
t el ephone conversation fromhis hotel roomin Manila.

Syed Hanid, joined by |Indonesian Foreign M nister Dr Hasan Wraduya, who
is also chairman of the Cormmittee of Eight, conveyed the O C s concern for
M suari's safety and treatnment after his deportation.

Syed Hanmi d added that Arroyo was appreciative of the Ml aysian
CGovernnent's decision to deport M suari

Prior to neeting Arroyo, Syed Ham d had a narat hon cl osed-door neeting
with Wraduya and Phili ppi ne Vice-President Teofisto Gui ngona.

Qui ngona, who is also the Philippine Foreign Secretary, chaired the
meeti ng which began at 3pmat the Philippine Departnent of Foreign
Affairs.

After the meeting, Syed Hamid and Dr Hasan held a separate neeting with
M suari's successor Dr Farouk Hussein, the new y-el ected Governor of ARW
to explain the current state of affairs.

Several senior governnment officials fromboth Mal aysia and | ndonesi a
were al so present during the neeting with Dr Farouk. They | ater had dinner
with Arroyo at the Mal acanang Pal ace.

Mal aysi a and I ndonesia are on the Comm ttee of Eight, which nmonitors the
i npl ementati on of the 1996 peace pact in southern M ndanao.

M suari was arrested while trying to enter Mal aysia on Nov 24 amd a
Philippine mlitary manhunt for himfollow ng a deadly attack by his
followers on an arny canp in Jolo

About 100 people died in the fighting.

The I nmigration Act allows the Ml aysian authorities to detain M suar
for 30 days.

Meanwhi l e, Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohanmad, speaking in
Changl un, Kedah, reiterated Malaysia's firmstand to deport Msuari to the
Phi | i ppi nes.

Conmenting on a letter which had reportedly been sent to himby
M suari's | awer requesting tenporary political asylum Dr Mahathir said
t he Governnment needed to exami ne the situation.

"This is because we have prom sed to send back those who are involved in
vi ol ence who enter our country," he said.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia could not renege on its pronise to deport
those who ran to Mal aysia after creating problens in their own countries.

Mal aysi a, he said, would then be placed in a difficult position to go
after its own citizens who created problens and run to another country.

"As such, sonetinmes we have to take strict action under the |aw."



Asked whether "strict action” in this case neant the deportation of
M suari, the Prime Mnister replied, "yes".

Dr Mahathir said that M suari should not have cone to Mal aysia after
creating problems in his own country.

"He has put us in a difficult position (serba-sal ah).

"We do not want to be enemies with others; if he had stayed (in the
Phi |'i ppi nes) and fought there then it is his business.

"He shoul dn't have come here when things turned bad."

To anot her question, Dr Mahathir said that no date had been fixed for
M suari's deportation.

Phi | i ppine National Security Adviser Roilo Golez said an option of
allowing the former guerilla |l eader to gain foreign asyl umhad not been
ruled out. It has been w dely speculated that Libya is willing to give him
political asylum
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