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Many wonders of Paya | ndah

Shanti Gunar at nam

A VAST wildlife park, an African savannah of sorts, will be the newy
opened Paya I ndah Wetl ands' wi nning fornula. The nmasterplan for this RV600
mllion nature sanctuary is being finalised.

The park coul d becone one of Sel angor's biggest attraction. It currently
has an expl oration centre, Pal m Gardens, heritage house and is hone to
hi ppopot anuses, riverine crocodiles and cranes from China at 460 hectares
of the 3,100-hectare tourismpark opened by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad on COct 13.

"Believe me when | tell you that are other things in the pipeline," says
the wetl ands seni or corporate comruni cati ons officer Shali zahani m Shukor.

There are plans to have a tin mne nuseumon the far end of the wetl ands
where an ol d five-storey dredge, D9 donated by Petaling Tin Bhd, awaits
renovati on and should be able to receive visitors next year.

The D9 is said to be the last dredge in the Kuala Langat district. Since
the dredge sits on the other side of the |lake, visitors to the museumw ||
be required to take a boat there.

Conme February, 34 Balinese-style chalets will open their doors to
wet | ands visitors keen on spending a few nights there star gazi ng am dst
| akes, swanps, calmng greenery and wildlife.

"We are al so looking into providing canping sites at the meadows. Nature
education canps for students can be held at the canping ground for a
variety of activities," says Shalizahani m

Children can also attend jungle survival courses conducted by
experienced guides, trek through the peat swanp forest and go on nature
trails.

They will also get the opportunity to go canoeing through the | akes and
canals and | earn nore about aquatic plants and wildlife.

"Pre-school ers can al so enj oy scoopi ng out nicro-organi sms and tadpol es
fromvery shall ow ponds, " says Shal i zahani m

For anglers, freshwater fishing will be introduced soon and they will be
able to catch haruan, baung, patin or even | anpamjawa at the Typah Lake.

One of the current attractions at the park, that enconpasses a nyriad of
ecosystens, is Pal m Gardens whi ch has sone 1,000 pal mtrees conprising 83
species fromsix different climatic zones of the world.

Paya I ndah also ains to establish Pal m Gardens as an inportant centre
for education and research for pal ns.

Then there's the Exploration Centre displaying the natural resources of
the wetlands, its flora and fauna and a brief history of the tin mning
activities in Ml aysia.

Al so check out the four hippopotamnuses recently brought in from Botswana
and soaking in one of the nearby | akes.

Take a peak at anot her nearby |ake and visitors will encounter 15
crocodi |l es donated by the Langkawi Crocodile Farm

The degraded peat swanp forest at the park is used for jungle trekking.

Overl ooking the Chal et Lake is a heritage house nmade from seraya khitam
The Runmah Mel ayu was prefabricated in Besut, Terengganu before it was
assenbled at its present |ocation.

Paya | ndah has sonme 210 species of birds. Conmon species found include
pur pl e swanphens, purple herons and egrets.

Sone RMBO million was spent on rehabilitating Paya | ndah, which was once
devoid of all life due to extensive nining and | oggi ng activities.



In 1997, a masterplan to rehabilitate and conserve a swath of degraded,
barren land in the Kuala Langat district was submitted and subsequently
approved by the Governnent.

The project received support and assi stance fromvarious private and
public entities.

There are 14 | akes in Paya I ndah and nost are di sused mining pools. The
total volunme of water is the | akes is about 43 million litres. Naturally,
the sanctuary has its own water treatnment plant.Paya |Indah is managed by
t he Mal aysi an Wetl ands Foundati on.

Admi ssion fees are RV for adults and RML on week days. On weekends and
public holidays, the charges doubl e.

For enquiries, call 603-83187006 or visit website ww. payai ndah. org. ny.

GETTI NG THERE

About 50 km from Kual a Lunpur or a 45-minute drive. Those going from
Putrajaya and KLIA, it's only a 15-mnute drive.

* shanti @stp.com nmy
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