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MANY OPPORTUNI TI ES FOR COOPERATI ON STI LL EXI ST, SAYS Kl NG

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 27 (Bernama) -- Many opportunities still exist for
cooper ati on between Ml aysia and I ndonesia to boost bilateral ties to a
greater and nore neani ngful level, said the Yang di-Pertuan Agong Sultan
Sal ahuddi n Abdul Azi z Shah tonight.

He said the process of globalisation had brought nany changes to the
worl d's political and econom c situation, the negative effects of which
could threaten the i ndependence and sovereignty of a nation

Realising this, there was a need for both countries to continue to
foster and enhance cl ose cooperation in all fields and at all levels to
ensure the security and prosperity of both.

He said this at a dinner reception hosted for visiting |Indonesian
presi dent Megawati Soekarnoputri at the |stana Negara here.

Megawati arrived here today for a two-day visit on her final |eg of
ni ne-nati on tour of Asean countries. Her 60-nenber entourage includes her
husband, Taufiqg Ki emas.

Raj a Permai suri Agong Tuanku Siti Ai shah was present at the reception
whi ch was al so attended by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad
and his wife Datin Seri Dr Hasnah Mohaned Ali and Deputy Prime Mnister
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badawi .

Sul tan Sal ahuddi n hoped that the nechani sns set by the joint conm ssion
and joint border comittee would play an inportant role in strengthening
ties and cooperation as well as serving as the official channel to find
solution to any arising probl ens.

He said both countries should work towards bringing peace and
prosperity to both.

"Realising this, Ml aysia and I ndonesia have signed several economc
and trade cooperation agreenents which have produced satisfactory results,”
he said.

Sul tan Sal ahuddi n said the volune of bilateral trade had increased from
AS$578.9 million (US1=RM3.80) in 1990 to AS$3.10 billion in 2000.

In fact, he said Mal aysia ranked as |Indonesia's 11th biggest investor
wi th approved investment of AS$3.3 billion in 410 projects.

In addition to efforts to expand the scope of cooperation, both
countries had continued to work together to devel op their border areas
under the concept of cooperation of the |Indonesia-Ml aysi a-Thail and G ow h
Triangle (I MI-GT), Indonesia-Mlaysia-Singapore Gowh Triangle (IM-GT)
and Brunei -1 ndonesi a- Mal aysi a- Phi | i ppi nes East Asean G owth Area
(Bl MP- EA&Y), he said.

He said Mal aysia supported efforts taken by the |Indonesian gover nnent
under the | eadership of Megawati towards the country's peace and
prosperity.

In her speech, Megawati said Mal aysia and I ndonesia have a solid and
preci ous foundation to expand and strengthen their bilateral relationship.

"Let us turn a new page in our relations,” she said, adding that with
goodwi I I and firm determ nation both countries could resolve their comon
pr obl ens.

Both countries nust admit that they had been experiencing ups and downs
intheir relationship and at tines had acted rationally and with full of
wi sdom but at ot her times had behaved enotionally, she said.

She said the fraternal relation and friendship had their strong roots
in the cultures, traditions and religion commonly enbraced by the people



and societies of both nations.

"Qur willingness and courage to learn fromour past weaknesses and
m stakes will, in turn, revitalise our potential capacity to best
contribute to greater peace and equitable progress in the world," she said.

Megawati said that through the Joint Conm ssion of Ml aysia and Joint
Border Committee the two countries could discuss a wi de range of issues,

i ncluding security and soci o-econonmi c nmatters.

She said the bilateral talks held earlier would serve as an inpetus for
the officials to work even harder to resolve i ssues of common concern for
the two countries' mnutual benefit.

In the framework of Asean cooperation, she stressed the need for
strengt heni ng national stability, maintaining sustained econonm c grow h,
enhanci ng regi onal conpetitiveness and pronoting cooperation anong its
nmenbers.

"I amof the viewthat only if it stands stable, united and has clear
vision will Asean be able to cope with these challenges,” she said.

She hoped that her visit would help to strengthen existing relations
bet ween the two countries.
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