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MAHATHI R TO LAUNCH SNNI | N KAMPALA ON SATURDAY

By: M khail Raj Abdullah

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 13 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad i s scheduled to | aunch the Smart News Network International (SNN),
a news exchange progranme to counter inaccurate reporting on devel opi ng
countries, in Kanpala, Uganda, on Saturday.

It will be jointly [aunched with Ugandan President Yoweri Kaguta
Museveni in conjunction with the four-day G obal 2001 Sout hern Africa
International Dialogue (SAID) to be held at Speke Resort, a | akeside
townshi p on the shores of Lake Victoria, about 15km away from the Ugandan
capi tal, beginning Thursday.

Tan Sri Dr Ormar Abdul Rahman, who is the Prime Mnister's speci al
representative to the Cormmonweal th Partnership for Technol ogy Managenent,
the organiser for SAID, said SNNI "wi |l di ssem nate bal anced and accurate
news" .

He said foreign wire services controlled by nedia practitioners in the
West nore often than not dish out inaccurate news affecting devel opi ng
countri es.

That was why SNNi needs to be established to offer another view on
contenporary issues affecting the Third Wrld, he told a news conference
here today.

At the same tinme, SNNi will create better and cl oser understanding
bet ween the peoples of the participating devel opi ng countries and which
possi bly evolve into a South News Agency to rival established wire
agenci es.

Medi a organi sations from seven African countries and four from Mal aysi a
-- Bernama, the Ml aysian national news agency; The New Straits Tinmes; The
Star; and U usan Mal aysia -- are the initial participating nenbers in SNNi

The African participants include the Daily News of Botswana, Myzanbi que
News Agency, Nam bia Today, Buanews of South Africa, New Vision of Uganda
and the Heral d of Zi nbabwe.

Bernama has offered to host the SNNi Secretariat until such tine when
the network can stand on its own.

Omar, who was forner science advisor to the prinme mnister, said
participating organi sati ons would contribute appropriate news itens,
features, photographs, video inmages on a daily basis through the Internet
to the SNNi website -- www. SNNi . org.

Anyone is free to use and reproduce these news itens provided due
acknow edgenent of the source is nade.

SNNi will also offer training facilities to journalists and nedi a
per sonnel anong participating nenbers.

Omar said the idea of a news exchange anong devel opi ng countries was
first nooted at the Langkawi International Dialogue in 2000 and | ater
further discussed at the @ obal 2000 SAID in Mputo, Myzanbique, |ast year

He al so said nedia organi sati ons from Southern African countri es,

Mal aysi a and el sewhere, which subscribe to the concept of smart
partnership, were eligible to become menbers of SNN
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