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MARA GETS APPROVAL TO SEND 400 STUDENTS ABROAD TH S YEAR

KOTA KI NABALU, July 17 (Bernama) -- Mara, the agency tasked with
Bum putera upliftment, has secured governnent approval to sponsor up to 400
students abroad this year, Entrepreneur Devel opment M nister Datuk Seri
Nazri Abdul Aziz said.

This aside, the agency woul d seek |arger allocation fromthe Treasury
for it to sponsor nore students to pursue studies overseas, he told
reporters after presenting cash advance and air tickets to students here
t oday.

Nazri confirmed that Mara had suspended sponsorship for one of its
students detained under the Internal Security Act (I1SA) recently for
activities prejudicial to national security.

This was the first tinme in its history that Mara had taken such a
nmeasure to enphasi se that students are not above the |law, he said.

Nazri al so said he was all for amending the Universities and University
Col l eges Act to ensure that undergraduates concentrate on studies instead
of preoccupying thenselves with politics.

He was commenting on Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s
recent statenent that the government woul d revi ew whether the Act needed
anendi ng to nake students put studies first.

On Saturday's by-election for the Likas state seat, he rem nded the
el ectorate there that Parti Keadil an Nasional (Keadilan) was irrel evant as
it was harping on non-local issues.

The governing Barisan Nasional is again fielding SAPP president Datuk
Yong Teck Lee to defend the seat on Saturday in a four-cornered fight,

i ncludi ng a Keadil an chal | enger
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