15 SEP 2001
Mar a- Experti se
MARA OFFERS TO SHARE SKILLS TRAI NI NG EXPERTI SE W TH ASEAN

NARATHI WAT (Thail and), Sept 15 (Bernama) -- Mara, the agency tasked
with uplifting the Bum putera, said it is willing to help other countries,
i ncl udi ng Asean menber nations, set up skills training institutes.

Its Director-General Datuk Mhanmed M din Mhaned Sheriff said Mara has
a pool of trainers in the various vocations which those countries would
want its people to acquire.

"However our offer of assistance to set up Mara skills training
institutes is subject to governnent approval and the availability of funds
from donor countries |ike Japan," he said.

He was speaking at a news conference here today after presenting
certificates to 102 Thai youths fromthe Narathiwat province who graduated
fromMara skills training centres in Ml aysia.

Mara had opened such a centre in Canbodia and | oaned it five
instructors. The centre had trained 900 Canbodi an youths in various skills
in the past five years.

He said the agency would propose that it be allowed to set up tehnical
skills training centres in Thailand' s southern provinces so that in future
Thai youths need not go to Kel antan, Terengganu, Perak, Kedah and Perlis
for training.

Since the programme was introduced two years ago, 200 Thai youths from
the regi on had been trained in electronics, autonotive repairs,
furni ture-maki ng nmechani cal engi neeri ng draught smanshi p and constructi on,
anong ot her skills.

Meanwhi | e, Narathiwat Islamc Affairs Council president Abdurrahman
Abdussamad who was present at the news conference, thanked Mal aysian Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad and Mara for initiating the
pr ogr ame.

Abdurrahman hoped that ©Mal aysia would al so arrange to conduct formal
Bahasa Mel ayu courses for residents of the province besides assisting in
the area's econom ¢ devel opnent.
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