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Mar gi nal i sed across the Causeway

Hashi m Ambi a
| REFER to Singapore Prinme Mnister Goh Chok Tong's statenent on Singapore
Mal ays (NST, Jan 24).

It is reassuring to note the tremendous strides, backed by statistics,
made by the Malays in the island state. The figures shown were from 1990,
about the tine Goh becane Prine Mnister. It seens Singapore Ml ays have
much to thank himfor.

In this case, however, facts and figures need to be anal ysed, expl ai ned
and put into broader perspective, to give thema human face, if you liKke.
Wthout them statistics tend to be equivocal. Further, other rel evant
matters were mssing. Perhaps, in the circunstances, Goh did not have the
time to el aborate.

For instance, it was stated that | ast year 23 per cent of Singapore
Mal ay workers hel d admi ni strative, nanagerial, professional, technical and
related jobs, while the figure for Mal aysi an Mal ays was 16 per cent in
1998.

I"'mnot sure if Goh was referring to the private sector in both
countries. In the public sector, the percentage in Malaysia is definitely
nmore than 16 per cent, perhaps even nore than 60 per cent. | should know,
| was a governnent officer for 20 years.

If I amright, perhaps Goh or anyone el se could tell us the percentage
of Singapore Malays at the higher level, in the public sector, including
those in the arned forces, the police and di pl omati c service.

I wonder how many Mal ays there are in the Singapore H gh Conmission in
Kual a Lunpur.

Ch yes, he has conspicuously left out the statistics or percentage of
Mal ays in the security forces and the police, (excluding airport and
har bour board police).

Not many perhaps. Maybe there are not qualified, in spite of, "one out
of four Singapore Ml ay workers possessed upper secondary or higher
qualifications | ast year".

I amnot clear when he said, "The percentage entering university has
increased by alnpbst 1.5 times from2.9 per cent to 4.2 per cent. The total
nunber of Malay university graduates has increased by nore than 3.5
times".

Does the percentage relate to total university intake or total Ml ay
popul ati on of about 400,000? If the forner, it is not a big deal. Qut of
100 students taken into university only about four are Malays. If the
latter, nanely 16 students, it is still not worth nentioning. It nerely
tallies with the total Singapore Ml ay popul ati on of about 15 per cent.

Even if the facts and figures were given in proper perspective, just
what is the definition of a "Ml ay" in Singapore?

| have nmet Singaporeans who are sinmilar to but not quite Malay, with
Christian nanes and who coul d not speak a word of Malay. Instead they
spoke pidgin English, which nmade ne think at first they were fromthe
Phi | i ppi nes. Just what is this idea of the Malay hybrid culture in
Si ngapore? This is worse than being narginalised

W in Ml aysia associate Malays with |Islamand the Mal ay | anguage, the
lingua franca of the Malay Archipelago. | can accept a Malay who is
Christian. There are many of themin |Indonesia. They speak Bahasa
| ndonesi a, which is Ml ay based.

But a Malay Christian who cannot speak Malay but only pidgin English is



quite another matter. They sinply unnerve ne.

By conmi ssion or om ssion, the Singapore authority appears to be
encouragi ng the creation of this cross-Frankenstein race. Are we then to
understand the statistics quoted by Goh to include this type of adherents,
who are considered Mal ays for statistical purposes and perhaps quite
accommodating to the powers that be?

| believe this is the unkindest cut of all. It destroys the essence of
the Mal ay identity, balance and harnmony. Mst likely, this is the spectre
that is haunting the Malays in Ml aysi a.

I magi ne, in Singapore, where the Utusan Mel ayu was founded, the Asas 50
i naugurated and the | and of the Babas and Nyonyas, Malay is no | onger
spoken even by the Mal ays. What a nockery. And for heavens sake, please
speak and wite proper English, not sone pidgin roadside sing-song.

During the British colonial era, religion or specifically Islamwas |eft
to the Islamc authority. Marriages between Mislins and subsequent
registration were carried out by the then religious departnent.

In Islam the akad, that is, the offer and acceptance, duly w tnessed
and conducted by a religious official is vital. Wthout it there is no
marriage. The registration is secondary.

Currently, in Singapore what matters is the civil registration, which
accords recognition to the marriage. The akad need not necessarily foll ow
the regi stration.

Hence, there are many Muslins who are not married in the eyes of Islam
living together and having children. Marriages between Mislins and non-
Muslinms too are quite liberal. If that is not marginalisation of the
Mal ays | don't know what is.

I ndeed, sone tinme ago the Mal ays in Singapore and, perhaps indirectly,
the Malays in Ml aysia, were the butt of silly jokes on the Internet. By
the tine the Singapore authorities stopped them the harmwas done. It
merely goes to reflect the deep, dark, in-built, psyche of Singaporeans
agai nst the Malays in general.

Thus, when Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad cl obbered CLOB
with a naestro's touch, a Singaporean questioned whether this was an 1 Q
problemon the part of Malaysia. It was an | Q probl em The Singaporean |IQ
obvi ously.

There is a lesson in all this for the Malays in Malaysia, if not those
i n Si ngapore. Weakness, either in nunbers, econony, politics or plain
disunity will be thoroughly and neticul ously exploited by our enem es, and
our friends. That is the order of life, the rule anywhere, at any given
time in history.

The Mal ays are not an exception, with or without the National
Devel opnent Policy. Affirmative action can only assist us along the way,
not all the way.

We have to play our part in the bargain, to resolve that we succeed in
every endeavour undertaken. Justification is strictly by results, not
nmerely to satisfy others, but forenpst to satisfy oursel ves.

Indeed in this respect we should be thankful to Goh for rem nding us
Mal ays once agai n what mght or could have been if ever we becone
disunited and weak in spirit and resolution. God forbid.
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