16 FEB 2001
Mar i na- Arroyo
MARI NA MAHATHI R MEETS PRESI DENT ARROYO

MANI LA, Feb 16 (Bernama) -- Mal aysian AIDS Council president Datin
Paduka Marina Mahathir today called on President doria Arroyo and both
exchanged views on the growing role of Asian wonmen in a nodern world.

In their 30-mnute neeting at Mal acanang Pal ace here, both wonen found
out that they both enjoy caring for the poor and the sick in their
respective countries.

The two wonen | eaders al so swapped views on various issues and efforts
to advance the welfare of women in Asia as well as parallels in their
lives, one being a president's daughter and the other, of a prime mnister.

Marina is the el dest daughter of Malaysian Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad.

Arroyo, an Anmerican-educated econonmist, is the daughter of the late
presi dent D osdado Macapagal .

Mari na expressed interest in working with the Arroyo adm nistration,
particul arly through her advocacy activities in her capacity as president
of the Ml aysi an Al DS Counci | .

She al so expressed concern over the plight of poor wonen in Ml aysia,
addi ng "wonen really suffer. Wnmen are the ones nostly infected with AIDS. "

She inforned Arroyo that part of the agenda in the Asean Infornal
Sunmit to be hosted by Kual a Lunmpur in Novenber this year will be devoted
to Al DS

Asean groups Brunei, Canbodia, Indonesia, Laos, Ml aysia, Manmar, the
Phi i ppi nes, Thail and, Singapore and Vi et nam

Bot h wonen noted as a happy devel opnent the fact that nore Asian wonen
were taking on greater responsibilities.

Arroyo pointed out that in her Cabinet, there are nore wonen appoi ntees
than any other adm nistration.

Mari na said Mal aysi an wonmen have al so been appointed to inportant posts
in the governnent.
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