05 APR 2001
Mahat hir-uU. S
M SI A SEEKS TO M NI M SE M SUNDERSTANDI NG W TH WASHI NGTON

KUALA LUMPUR, April 5 (Bernama) -- The Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said Mal aysia | ooks forward to having refreshed ties with
the United States under the Bush adm nistration.

Thi s includes m nimsing m sunderstandi ng between Kual a Lunpur and
Washi ngt on.

Dr Mahathir said he conveyed this to the U S. anbassador B. Lynn Pascoe
when they net at the Prine Mnister's Ofice at Parlianment House here | ast
Tuesday.

"The U.S. anbassador called on nme. | explained the government's stand
towards the new U. S. adm nistration.

"W thought that with the new adm ni stration, perhaps we can invigorate
our ties with the U S. and | essen m sunder st andi ng between us and the
US.," he told reporters at the end of his visit to the Information
M nistry at Angkasapuri here today.

Reporters asked the prine nmnister to el aborate on his nmeeting with
Pascoe.

It was Pascoe's first nmeeting with Dr Mahathir since assum ng the
anbassador ship here on March 1 1999.

Kual a Lunmpur and Washi ngt on have had strained ties because of perceived
US. interference in Malaysia's internal affairs.

Last August Mal aysia took exception to Washi ngton's attacks agai nst the
Mal aysi an judiciary for its handling of the case involving fornmer deputy
prime mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

Former U.S. vice president Al Gore, whom Bush defeated in last year's
presidential election, had al so angered Ml aysi ans by expressi ng support
for Anwar's so-call ed novenent for reformwhen Gore addressed a function
during the 1998 Asia Pacific Econom c Cooperation (Apec) forum neeting
here.

At his nmeeting with Pascoe, Dr Mahathir said he al so stressed that
Mal aysi a woul d conti nue being vocal on issues that the country strongly
feel about.

"Being a free country we shall say it out when there is a need to speak
out. We do not want our credibility to suffer for taking sides,” he said.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked about Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d
Al bar's discl osure yesterday that Singapore and | ndonesian diplomats were
anong officials of foreign mssions here who attended the recent
cl osed-door briefing on the Anwar issue by Parti Keadil an Nasional at a
Pet al i ng Jaya Hotel .

"They should be sensitive to our feelings and not interfere in our
donestic affairs,” said Dr Mahathir.

He said such neddling could put in jeopardy the spirit of Asean which
groups Brunei, Canbodi a, |ndonesia, Laos, Ml aysia, Myannar, the
Phi i ppi nes, Singapore, Thailand and Vi et nam

Syed Hami d had said officials fromthe Australian, British, Canadian,
French, Spani sh, Swedish, Dutch, U 'S., German and New Zeal and mi ssions al so
attended the briefing.

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia preferred that outsiders do not nmeddle in its
internal affairs.

"The government al so has not summoned anbassadors for expl anation
al t hough we found that many of them view the governnent negatively.

"Despite this we choose not to offer them explanation although we can



do so because we have information that they don't," he said.

Dr Mahathir re-enphasi sed the danger of the country being re-col oni sed
i f Mal aysi ans have the penchant to court outsiders to neddle in the
country's affairs.

Asked about the nechani smfor the proposed Nasional Unit Trust Trust
Fund as spelled out in the Third Qutline Perspective Plan (OPP3), Dr

Mahat hir said: "It is a trust fund open to Mal aysians of all races. | shall
expl ain the nechanics when | launch it."
- - BERNAMA
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