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Master |.T. for surviva

LEARNING is a life-long process that need not be confined to the
classroom Its results are not obvious overnight but the process can be
nurtured so that when opportunities come a-knocking, you have the
necessary skills at your disposal. The acquisition of know edge is a | ong-
terminvestnent that provides not just gainful and fulfilling enpl oynment,
but enriches the intellect and boosts sel f-esteem

In an increasingly borderless world dom nated by deregul ati on and gl oba
information explosion, only the fittest, fastest and savviest wll
survi ve.

A obal i sation brings new conpetitors to the doorstep as well, armed with
new and i nnovati ve technol ogi es. Stayi ng ahead of the pack has never been
an easy task but the acquisition and mastering of know edge and mar ket abl e
skills will go a long way in contributing towards sone success in
tomorrow s virtual marketpl ace.

But sadly, not many Mal aysi ans are naki ng enough or any effort to learn
how to use conmputers as Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad
| anented at the launch of the IT Literacy Gathering for K-econony in Kual a
Lunpur on Sat ur day.

Hi s exhortation to Mal aysians to start now so that they will not be |eft
behi nd i s understandabl e, considering the furious pace of the information
revol ution.

In the last few years, the Governnment has been drumming into the
popul ace the inportance of mastering information and comruni cati on
technol ogy and meking them aware of its efforts in working towards a
know edge- based econony to be in step with the rest of the world.

The learning curve is always easier at a tender age, given the
opportunity. Then again, having to start fromscratch in the mature years
is not inpossible if you push yourself to succeed. Know edge is power, and
know edge cannot be acquired in a closet. Gve a man a fish and he will
eat for a day; but teach a man to fish and he will eat for a lifetine.
From primary school students to housew ves and fishernen, the
under standi ng of I CT using el ectronic technol ogy and conputers is a nust.

More than half of Malaysia's population is below 50 years of age and
their youthful profile should be a useful asset if only they have the
discipline and the right outlook to respond to changi ng situations and
needs. If thereis little conmtnent to | earning, the apathetic attitude
will negate the Governnent's efforts in updating education and training
programes as well as introduci ng new ones to neet current needs.

In the national budget each year, allocations for education and training
are anong t he highest. Every effort is made to equip teachers with the
| atest | T-related teachi ng nethods, and plans to narrow the | T gap between
rural and urban schools are underway. Parents and teachers have a cruci al
role to play ininstilling in the young the propensity to | earn, analyse
and rationalise, and these are crucial elenments in the struggle for
survi val

Considering the inpact IT has on our |ife, the know edge gai ned has to
be used smartly for it to be effective. In the information superhi ghway,
conpetition is just a nouse-click away. Consuners are becom ng
increasingly well infornmed, and only the smart and i nnovative entrepreneur
who col | aborates with strategic partners can satisfy their discerrning
needs. Only when he has mastered the conpetitive skills can the



entrepreneur use his knowhowto retain an edge over his conpetitors.
( END)
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