24/ 03/ 2001
Master plan to curb ills

Pat vi nder Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - A five-point master plan to combat social ills anobng
H ndu youths is being | aunched by the Mal aysi a H ndu Sangam together with
H ndu organi sations and tenples in the country.

IVHS president A Vaithylingamsaid today the plan calls for reaching out
to students and youths wi th educati onal programres on noral and human
val ues.

Tenpl es woul d becone centres for conmunity service in their respective
ar eas.

"W want to reach the needy through social, welfare and counselling
services and the masses through rich culture-based activities.

"Wt al so want to bring proper know edge and conmmuni cate with chil dren,
students and youths via inpressive colourful nmedia by going into
i nformation technol ogy," Vaithylingamsai d.

He was speaking at the MHS 36th anniversary dinner where Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad was the guest of honour

Al so present were Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali and M C president
and Wirks M nister Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu, who is a patron of the MHS

Vai t hyli ngam said the MHS, together with H ndu organisations and
tenmpl es, was al so planning two "grand awareness gat herings" to urge Hi ndu
youths to be nore service oriented.

"This project will cost RML.5 million over a period of one year when
implemented in full. This is a very anbitious plan

"Its main aimis to overcone the social ills within the conmunity,"” he
sai d.

Vai t hyl i ngam said the WVHS appeal ed to Dr Mahathir to consider allocating
a large grant to the WHS for the project which he said would hel p
alleviate social ills anmpbng H ndus.

"A wel | -devel oped community will be in a position to serve the nation in
a nore mature way. This can also |lead to a better understandi ng of
national unity," he said.

Earlier in his speech, Vaithylingamthanked the Federal and Sel angor
Governnents for the role they played in containing what he said were
"recent disturbing events” in the Jalan Kl ang Lama area.

"H ndus in Malaysia would like to live in peace and harnony in this
country.

"W extend our hands in friendship to the Muslins and would like to
sol ve our probl ens through di al ogues and di scussi ons.

"The sane applies to all other religious groups,” he said.

Vai thylingamsaid as the dinner's theme was "Unity is Strength", and at
atinme of talks of unity neetings, the Malaysian Hindus also felt the need
to be united.

"Mal aysi a has a uni que concept of unity in diversity, and it is our
strong belief that well united groups will lead to the ultimte nationa
unity that all Mal aysians cherish," he said.

Vai t hyl i ngam sai d anot her request to Dr Mahathir was to ban "sansu"
whi ch he said contained a high |l evel of nmethylated spirit.

He said that very often wives and children were the victins of "sanmsu"
drinki ng fathers.
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