22/ 10/ 2001

Master plan on infrastructure to ensure sustainable growh

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - A naster plan that will co-ordinate al
infrastructure projects to ensure sustainable growh for the country is
bei ng drafted by the Housi ng and Local Governnment Mnistry.

M ni ster Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting said today the National Spatial PIan,
drawn up by the Town and Country Pl anni ng Department, woul d be ready by
August next year.

He said the Plan invol ves anendnents to | aws on town and country
planning as well as a review of all |ocal governnent structural plans.

He said the Cabi net has set up a Physical Planning Council chaired by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmed to oversee the preparation
and i npl enentati on of the Plan.

Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi is the deputy
chairman while the mnistry representative acts as the secretary of the
counci | .

Ong said the Plan will ensure the nonitoring of devel opnent activities
"is done effectively" and take into consideration matters such as
envi ronment al protection.

Previ ously, nonitoring was done at the district |evel and had caused
probl ens such as redundancy of projects.

He cited devel opnent projects in the Klang Valley. "Now, Kuala Lunpur
has its own master plan while the surrounding districts belonging to
Sel angor al so have their own master plans.

"In the past, due to lack of co-ordination, some bordering areas
i npl ement ed devel opnent projects that did not conplenent each other. In
some cases, this caused overcrowding," he said at the nministry's sports
carnival at Stadi um Sel ayang.

Meanwhi | e, Ong wel coned the allocation of RM.03 billion for the
m ni stry under Budget 2002.

"A sum of RW43 nillion has been allocated for | ow cost housing projects
and this includes RML43 nmillion to be lent to State Governnments to
i npl ement 124 projects.”

To nmeet housing needs in urban areas, RW93 mllion has been all ocated
for "rakyat" housing progranmes. The houses will be rented out to the
| ower income group

Sonme RML. 08 billion has been allocated for the construction of quarters
for arned forces and police personnel as well as civil servants.

( END)



	Master plan on infrastructure to ensure sustainable growth (NST 22/10/2001)

