04 JUN 2001
Maul i dur ( Roundup)
MAULI DUR RASUL CELEBRATI ONS OBSERVED ON MODERATE SCALE

KUALA LUMPUR, June 4 (Bernama) -- Thousands of Muslins gathered at
padangs and stadi uns across the country to take part in cel ebrations
mar ki ng the birthday of Prophet Mohanad S. A W

The national |evel "Maulidur Rasul™ cel ebration was observed on a
noderate scale by all levels of society who gathered at the Stadi um Putra
in Bukit Jalil here.

The Yang di - Pertuan Agong Sul tan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah | aunched
the Maul i dur Rasul celebrations this year.

The Raj a Permai suri Agong Tuanku Hajjah Siti A shah, Prinme Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohd Ali, Deputy
Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi and his wife Datin Seri
Endon Mahrmood were al so present at the stadi um

The celebrations with the thene "Unity Nucl eus for the Devel opnent of
t he Umah" began with the Maulidur Rasul procession at 8am at the Hockey
Stadiumin Bukit Jalil led by Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent
Dat uk Abdul Hami d Zai nal Abidin, Cabinet Mnisters and the faithful.

Ten persons were presented the "Anugerah Maulidur Rasul” for their
sacrifice and invaluable contributions to the wellbeing of the people and
the country.

Each recipient received RV, 000, a watch, certificate and books
publ i shed by the Islam c Devel opnment Departnment of Ml aysia (Jakin) from
t he Yang di - Pertuan Agong.

I n SEREMBAN, sone 3,000 Muslins joined in the Negeri Senbilan |evel
cel ebrations graced by the Yang di-Pertuan Besar, Tuanku Ja'afar, at the
Ser enban Muni ci pal Counci|l Padang.

Addressing the faithful, Tuanku Ja'afar urged Muslins to avoid
unheal thy activities which could bring about enmty and conflict anong
t hem

Present at the function were the Undang of Jel ebu, the Undang of Johol,
t he Undang of Renbau, the Undang of Sungai Ujong, the Tunku Besar of
Tanpi n, Negeri Senbilan Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Utama Tan Sri Mhamed Isa bin
Dat uk Abdul Samad and State Executive Councillors.

In KOTA BAHARU, the Maulidur Rasul celebrations were also held on a
noderate scale. Al nosques in Kelantan |last night held the solat hajat and
was followed by the majlis tahlil.

There were also religious talks presented by guest speakers and they
spoke on the history and glory of Islamduring the tine of the Rasulullah
S AW

I n KUANTAN, the Pahang | evel celebrations were centered at the Dewan
Jubli Perak Sultan Haji Ahmad Shah.

Sultan Haji Ahmad Shah of Pahang in his address asked Muslins to return
to the teachings of |Islambased on the A -Quran and Sunnah so as to restore
the glory of Islam

Musl i ms shoul d emul ate the personality of the Rasulullah and his
followers in their daily lives, he said.

Among the 2,000 people present were the Sultanah of Pahang Hajj ah
Kal som the Tengku Mahkota of Pahang Tengku Abdul | ah and Pahang Menteri
Besar Datuk Seri Adnan Yaakob.

In ALOR SETAR, the Kedah | evel celebrations began [ast night at the
Titi Baru Mosque in Kepal a Batas.

The Sultan and Sul tanah of Kedah, the Raja Muda, Menteri Besar Dat uk



Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain and state executive concillors joined sonme 1,000
people in the cel ebrations.

Addressing the gathering, the Sultan said Mislins nust adhere strictly
to the teachings of the Al -Quran and Sunnah as this would hel p them keep
cl ear of social problens.

Universiti Uara Ml aysia (UUM Vice Chancell or Prof Datuk Dr Ahmad
Fawzi Mohd Basri |ed the Muulidur Rasul celebrations at the university in
Si nt ok.

UUM Princi pal Assistant Registrar (Public Rel ations) Mhd Zaini Nasri
said some 5,000 people conprising staff and students including the 300
non- Musl i m students at the university also took part in the gathering and
procession at the canpus fromthe Sports Conplex to the Sultan Badlishah
Mosque about 3. 5km away.

In BINTULU, Sarawak Yang Di pertua Negeri Tun Abang Muhammad Sal ahuddin
in launching the state | evel celebrations, urged the people of various
races to preserve the friendship and unity anong themto ensure conti nued
econom ¢ devel opnment in this globalisation era.

Tun Sal ahuddi n said he was stressing the inportance of the spirit of
tol erance anong the various communities not only in the interest of the
present generation but also for the peace and tranquility of future
gener ati ons.

Speaki ng at the same function, Sarawak Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul
Tai b Mahmud listed several fields where the image of Islamcould be further
projected in the world.

These included the econonic, educational and scientific fields which
woul d bring progress to any country in the world provided there was support
fromthe people at all levels.

Abdul Taib also urged Muslins to forget past n sunderstandi ngs and
di sputes and not think only of thenselves as this would prove to be a | oss
to Muslins as a whole.

In I POH sone 2,000 people joined in the Perak | evel Maulidur Rasul
cel ebrations which began at 8. 45am

The cel ebrati ons were al so attended by Sultan Azl an Shah of Perak, the
Raj a Permai suri Tuanku Bai nun, the Raja Miuda, Raja Nazrin Shah and Menteri
Besar Datuk Seri Tajol Rosli Ghazali.

The cel ebrati ons began with the reading of the verses fromthe A -Quran
by the chanpion of |ast year's International Quran Readi ng Conpetition
Radzi Kamarul Hail an.

After the speeches by the Sultan and the Menteri Besar there was a
readi ng of the "Sel awat" by the "Sel awat G oup” of the Sultan Idris Shah 11
Mosque (State Mosque) and was followed by a talk on Maulidur Rasul by the
Perak Mufti Datuk Seri Harussani Zakaria. The celebrations ended with the
nasyi d presentation.

Meanwhi | e in KUALA TERENGGANU, Sultan M zan Zai nal Abidin of Terengganu
| aunched the state | evel Mulidur Rasul cel ebrations at the Konpl eks Seri
I man.

Sultan M zan urged Muslins to remain united if they wished to be held
i n highe esteem and beconme a power to be reckoned with like during the tine
of the Rasul ull ah.

The problemw th Muslins at present was that they were weak and
backward arising fromdisunity and conflicts anong thensel ves, he said.

He urged Muslins to realise that the gathering in conjunction wth
Maul i dur Rasul being held every year was not nerely to knowthe life of the
Rasul ul | ah.

"More inportantly, it is to enable to learn fromthe life of the
Rasul ul | ah, " he said.

Among the other dignitaries present were Terengganu Menteri Besar Abdul



Hadi Awang and state executive councillors.

In MELAKA, sone 4,000 Muslins joined in a procession | ed by Ml aka Yang
Di pertua Negeri Tun Syed Ahmad Shahabudi n.

The three-kil onetre | ong procession began at the Sekol ah Sultan
Muhammad at Batu Berendam and ended at the Konpl eks Al -Azim Bukit Pal ah.

Al so present were Mel aka Chief Mnister Datuk Wra Mhd Ali Rustam and
state executive councillors.

A total of 73 contingents representing government departnments and
agenci es, the private sector, youth associations, universities, schools and
non- gover nnent al organi sations also joined in the procession.

An Islamc Trade Expo was also held at the conplex in conjunction wth
the Maulidur Rasul cel ebrations.

In JOHOR BAHARU, the Sultan of Johor urged Muslinms to practise Islamc
teachi ngs and al so deepen their know edge of their religion so that they
could live well in this world and the hereafter.

Addr essi ng sone 5,000 faithful gathered at the Sultan Abu Bakar Mosque
on the occasion of Maulidur Rasul, the Sultan said Mislim Johoreans shoul d
make Islamtheir their sole guide in their daily lives.

The Tunku Mahkota of Johor, Tunku Bendahara and ot her nenbers of the
Johor Royalty were also present as well as Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani
O hman.

In PERLIS, Maulidur Rasul was cel ebrated on a noderate scale in several
kanpungs as there was no official state |evel celebration.

Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassimthis afternoon attended the
cel ebration organi sed by the residents of Kampung Datuk Ahmad Misa, Sinpang
Enpat, near Kangar.

Speaki ng at the function, he expressed the hope that the people would
be grateful for the good life they had in this country.

He said the governnent had done everything possible to make their lives
confortable.

In KOTA KI NABALU, Sabah Yang Di pertua Negeri Tun Sakaran Dandai urged
Musl i ms gat hered for the Maulidur Rasul cel ebrations at the Dewan Saadah ,
Wsma Miis, to practise tolerance and collaboration to strengthen the unity
of the Ummah.

In line with the theme of this year's cel ebrations, Mislins should
val ue and preserve unity anong them he said.

Sabah Deputy Chief Mnister Datuk LajimUkin urged Muslins to
strengthen their zeal to remain united and avoid conflicts.
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