20/ 08/ 2001
MBC boost s Mal aysi a' s busi ness |inks with Uganda

Dzul karnain Tai b i n Kanpal a

KAMPALA, Sun: Mal aysi a has strengthened its presence in the eastern
African nation of Uganda with the establishnent of the Mal aysi an Busi ness
Centre (U) Ltd (MBC), a joint venture between Masscorp Tradi ng Sdn Bhd and
Mal aysi an busi nessman Sekar an Vel | asany.

Masscorp Tradi ng hol ds a 60 per cent interest in MBC whil e Sekaran owns
the bal ance of the retail cumshowoomset up with a paid-up capital of
US$100, 000 (US$1 = RMB. 80).

Masscorp Trading in turn is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Ml aysi an
Sout h- Sout h Corp Bhd (Masscorp Bhd) which is a consortiumconprising 85
Mal aysi an shar ehol ders fromthe corporate sector

MBC, as its nane inplies, functions as a services and trade information
centre in Uganda, a country whi ch has roughly the sanme nurmber of peopl e as
Mal aysia but is slightly smaller in size.

Since it began operations in May, MBC has brought in eight containers of
assorted Mal aysi an-made products with an estimated val ue of US$200, 000.

The goods range fromel ectrical and househol d appliances to food and
bever ages under various | ocal brandnanes.

According to Masscorp Tradi ng nanagi ng di rector Tan Sri Tee Hock Seng,
MBC plans to bring in average of two to three containers from Ml aysi a
every month. This will work out to between 24 and 36 contai ners a year
wi th a val ue rangi ng from US$600, 000 to t o US$900, 000.

Demand for Mal aysi an goods is on the rise with MBC receiving an
i ncreasi ng nunber of enquiries fromUgandan busi ness circles for products
such as di sposal nedi cal equi pnent, stationery, office equi pment,
conmput ers, cold roonsd, construction materials and tyres, Tee saidin
i nterview

He added that in the past, nost Ml aysi an products were exported to
Uganda vi a Si ngapore or were inported by Uganda from Dubai

The setting up MBC, he said, has addressed the | ong-standi ng need of a
direct Iink with Mal aysi an exporters.

Tee, who is also Bina Puri Hol di ngs Bhd chairman, is confident that
Mal aysi a's business ties with Uganda will grow.

"Uganda i s a good place to do business but it will take tine. W have
been i n the southern region of Africa for nore than seven years and this
istheright time to establish ourselves in Uganda whi ch can be used as a
| aunching pad into the eastern African region," he said.

The freshly painted buil di ng houses a distribution office on the ground
floor and t he warehouse on the first floor. "This is the nost beautifu
war ehouse you can find in the whol e of Kanpal a," Sekaran said proudly.

MBC s offices are located on the first floor with one pernmanent
representative fromMasscorp Tradi ng stati oned i n Kampal a.

Sekaran sai d another storey is under construction. It will be used for a
light activity, such as the assenbling and packagi ng of rubber or
el ectrical products.

The setting up of MBCis tinely as the Ugandan economny, which is donor
ai d-dependent, is beginning to pick up steamafter a | ong period of
political instability, he said.

"Mal aysi an products have al ready been established in Uganda for quite
sone tinme. They are very popul ar anong Ugandans because t he packaging is
very impressive and colourful, and the quality is high.

Busi ness has been brisk since the opening of MBC early this year.



The official opening of the centre by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad coi nci ded wi t h t he d obal 2001 Snart Partnership
International Dialogue in Kanpal a.
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