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MBs, CVMs DI SCUSS BETTER FI NANCI AL MANAGEMENT

PUTRAJAYA, March 22 (Bernama) -- The 82nd neeting of Menteris Besar and
Chief Mnisters at the Prime Mnister's Ofice here today discussed
measures to raise the efficiency of the governnent financial machinery
especially settlenent of government-private sector debts.

The three-hour neeting, chaired by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, al so di scussed the current state of the national econony,
according to a statenent issued by the Ofice of the Prine Mnister |ater

The neeting di scussed as well government efforts to diversify food
resources for domestic consunption and export as well as neasures to
generate greater foreign direct investnent.

Al menteris besar except that of Kelantan and Terengganu and all chi ef
m ni sters except that of Sabah and Sarawak attended the neeting.

Meanwhi | e, Johor Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hnman when approached
by reporters later said Dr Mahathir directed all nenteris besar and chi ef
mnisters to ensure speedy conpletion of projects in their state.

"This will enable pronpt progress paynment so that suppliers get paid
and the multiplier effects fromrevolving expenditure could sustain our
econom ¢ growth," Abdul Ghani said.

Such approach would be crucial in dealing with problens arising from
the current international economc situation, especially the United States'
econony, he said.

According to Abdul Ghani, Dr Mahathir al so urged state governments to
adopt nmeasures that woul d ensure social devel opnment projects such as
| ow cost public housing benefited all and not only a segnent of society.

"This is to prevent any part of society from being displaced or
mar gi nal i sed fromthe mai nstream of national devel opnent," said Abdu
Ghani

The prime mnister al so asked state governnents not to let any group to
feel it was being ignored in the pursuit of growth and advancenment in the
wake of conplaints by certain segnments of society of |late that they were
bei ng negl ect ed.

"We've al so been asked to nonitor that devel opnent benefits have
permeat ed t hrough to each conmunity group,” Abdul Ghani added.
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