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MCA- React i on
MCA LEADERS SUPPORT DR M'S UNI TY CALL

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 4 (Bernama) -- Opposing factions in the MCA have
wel coned Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad' s statenment that the
party needs to strengthen unity to remain a backbone of the ruling Barisan
Nasi onal (BN).

MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said Dr Mahathir's call
showed that he cared for the party and wanted it to be strong for the
future.

"I believe his advice would be heeded by all in the MCA as we too want
MCA to be stronger through unity...but in any chain there is always a weak
link," he told reporters after the party's AGM at Wsma MCA here today.

Asked if MCA coul d be considered the weakest link in the BN party
chain, he said: "No, | don't think so, but we nay becone the weakest if the
disunity in the party continues."

The rift anong the MCA top | eadership becane visible when deputy
presi dent Datuk Lim Ah Lek, vice-presidents Datuk Chua Jui Meng and Dat uk
Chan Kong Choy and Youth chief Datuk Ong Tee Keat opposed MCA invest nent
arm Huaren Hol di ngs Sdn Bhd's takeover of Nanyang Press Hol di ngs.

The purchase was initiated by Ling with backing fromthe other two
vi ce-presidents Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting and Datuk Dr Fong Chan Onn and
secretary-general Datuk Seri Dr Ting Chew Peh.

Limsaid the maturity displayed by the MCA del egates today showed t hat
they could solve any internal issues through am cabl e di scussions.

This attitude should be adopted by all MCA nenbers in line with the
Prime Mnister's rem nder that MCA should resolve its problens w sely
wi t hout weakening the party and the BN, he said.

"The MCA represents the Chinese community and this is the kind of
attitude expected by our Chinese friends. W do not want to see problens
i ke what happened at yesterday's (Youth) nmeeting,"” he told reporters after
the AGM

He thanked all delegates for their cooperation which led to the snooth
conduct of the AGM

Today's proceedi ngs were in sharp contrast to yesterday's Youth AGM
whi ch was marred by a bonb scare, fist fights and throw ng of chairs anong
some nmenbers, and a wal kout by a section of the del egates.

Chan said Dr Mahathir had sent a clear nessage in his capacity as the
BN chai rman and he neant well for the MCA

Everybody should work towards restoring party unity and set aside
personal differences, he said.

"I think if everybody has the right attitude, we can nove toward that
direction,” he said.

Central committee menber Datuk Fu Ah Kiow said all party |eaders and
menbers should thank the Prine Mnister for his concern and "very fatherly
advi ce. "

"I still believe that with our wi sdom together we will be able to
resol ve whatever differences that exist in the MCA " he said.
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