04 AUG 2001
Li ng- Yout h
MCA MEMBERS SHOULD DEFEND STABI LI TY AND PARTY UNI TY

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 4 (Bernama) -- MCA nmenbers were today advised to
defend the party's stability and preserve unity at all tinmes in the
interest of the party, said its President Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik.

Li ng upset over the fracas which broke out at the 38 MCA Youth general
assenbly yesterday said the unruly behavi our of several youth del egates has
had a negative inpact and damaged the party's credibility.

"This matter will be investigated by the party's central conmttee, all
MCA menbers have a role to assune in restoring the party's i mage and
preserve unity,"” he said in his keynote address at the 48th MCA annual
general assenbly here today.

About 2,000 MCA del egates fromaround the country are attending the
t hree-day assenbly which was opened by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad.

Dr Ling said stability and unity was not only his aspiration as
president of the party but also the desire of all delegates to the general
assenbl y today.

Ling also said MCA and its friends in Barisan Nasional are facing
challenging tinmes in their political struggle.

This is because the opposition, |ed by PAS has vowed to inplenent a
different judiciary systemshould the party cone to power, he added.

"Until now PAS is not bold enough to state on paper the Islamc state
concept that it planned to establish.

"PAS | eaders are always saying different things when they are faced
with the Mal ay and non-Mal ay community, he said, adding that the Chi nese
communi ty should not be influenced with their ploy.

Ling al so said the establishnent of Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman
(UTAR) was a joint effort by the MCA and ot her conponent parties within BN
and hoped future graduates fromthe university would be able to contribute
t owar ds knowl edge- based econony and nation buil di ng.

The MCA President also reiterated MCA's stand that it would not get
i nvol ved in the business and editorial operations of Nanyang Press Hol di ngs
Bhd.

"Friends outside are concerned that press freedomin both newspapers
(Nanyang Siang Pao and China Press) may not exi st anynore.

"Don't worry, Nanyang and China Press will not becone the voice of the
MCA, " he assured.

Ling al so said MCA's strength depended on the nenbers as they decided
if the party should remain dynanmic, active and strong as envi sioned by the
conmuni ty.

"Unity can only be attained if all nenbers unite together, irrespective
of whether they are young or old, nmen or wonen,"” he added.
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