08/ 05/ 2001

MCA, M C supportive of rakyat deciding on student quota

MJUAR, Mon. - The MCA today voiced its support for Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad's view that the Governnment is prepared to

consi der the w shes of the people as to whether or not there should be a
quota on the intake of students into universities.

MCA vi ce-president Datuk Chua Jui Meng said today it would be wise to
absorb hi gh achi evers who scored 9As, |0As, |l As, 12As and 13As in their
Sijil Pelajaran Malaysia into | ocal universities.

"These students are assets to the country," Chua said to reporters after
chairing the MCA Bakri division annual del egates' assenbly |ast night.

"If they are "lured by good offers, incentives and schol arships to
study abroad, then they will probably end up working there, and this would
be a great |oss to Mal aysia," he said.

Chua said taking in the high achievers would al so hel p expand the
sci ence, technol ogy, engi neering and nedical fields in the |ocal
uni versities.

Chua said nore than 40 per cent of specialist doctors in Singapore were
Mal aysi ans, and Silicon Valley in the US was full of professionals of
Asi an origin.

In Kual a Lunpur, MC president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu said any
deci sion taken to hel p non-Buni putera students, especially intelligent
ones frompoor famlies, should be encouraged and appreci ated by the
peopl e.

"The abolition of the (quota) systemw ||l encourage all students who
have good results to seek places in local universities," he said.

Speaking to reporters after officiating at a Chittirai Pournam or "Ful
Moon Festival"™ at the Kuil Sri Samayapurattu Mariamman in Jinjang Ut ara,
Sany Vel lu said about 1,000 students approached the M C every year for
assi stance in securing seats in public universities.
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