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Medi a " negl ected' the science fair

Fari da Habi b Shah

THE call by our Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad for |oca
scientists and industries to be nore involved in research and devel opnent
has been heard | oud and cl ear.

The country's education policy has been tailored to get nore students
into science at the high school |evel

The policy enphasi ses the need for a science-based society, where nore
research and devel opnent is required to create a know edge-econony. To
this end, the Mnistry of Science Technol ogy and Environnent has to be
conmended on its recent Science and Technol ogy Exposition 2001.

The nove is in line with Vision 2020.

But it is sad to note that while the organi sers may have spent nillions
of ringgit to make the expo a success, there was a | ack of support from
the nedia for publicity before, during and after the nedia.

This event should have been a great draw for students interested in
scientific endeavours in the country, especially those of the tertiary
institutions who are the major recipients of public funding.

It should and coul d have provided sone inspiration to budding scientists
by featuring research on the new energi ng sciences and provide themwi th
role nodels. It could be used as a platformto i nformthe public about
scientific research.

Unfortunately, these were not achi eved as, apart fromthe adverti senent
by the conpany organi sing the expo, there was hardly any information on
what the visitors coul d expect.

Most newspapers paid no attention and as for television, all | saw
(unless | mssed it) was a one-minute extract of the PMs speech and a
feature on a robot created by a Japanese conpany.

It is an irony that in this new age of Information and Comuni cati ons
Technol ogy, when the dissemnation of information and know edge i s of
ut nost i nportance, this could not be achieved.

Surely, the organisers could have negotiated with the nedia to run
features of the expo during the four-day peri od.

Sone stations felt it was nore inportant to talk about research in the
United States rather than those fromlocal varsities.

As aresult, mllions of people, especially the youngsters from outside
the Klang Valley and the rural comunity, m ssed out on what was supposed
to be a mlestone in the history of the research in the country.
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