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Meet to focus on realities

P. Sharmi ni

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The changes in the world environnment after the Sept
11 attack on the Wrld Trade Center in New York will be anmong the new
realities to be discussed at an international sem nar next year.

The upcom ng One Asia Assenbly themed "Society, Governance and the New
Realities" will be an appropriate platformto discuss issues relevant to
the regi on and the worl d.

The assenbly, organi sed by the Press Foundation of Asia (PFA), will be
held fromAug 12 to 14 at the Putra World Trade Centre and i naugurated by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad.

PFA (Mal aysi an chapter) president Datuk A Kadir Jasin said the
energence of Asia as a political and econonic force was al so expected to
add to the scope of discussions.

These i ssues are expected to range fromgovernments' views on conflicts
and i nconsi stencies in governance, politics and economics, to
gl obal i sation and terrorism

Speaki ng at a Press conference today on the assenbly were Kadir, PFA
executive chairman Datuk Mazl an Nordin, organi sing comm ttee co-chairman
Tan Sri Razali Ismail and chief operating officer Khairul Bashar.

Anmong the highlights of the event will be a focus topic on wonen,
especially relevant in the Asian context as there are countries wth wonen
| eaders in this region.

The organi sers hope to have a live satellite broadcast feed featuring
Asi an wonen such as opposition | eader Aung San Suu Kyi of Myanmar
President d oria Macapagal Arroyo of the Philippines, President Megawati
Sukar noputri of | ndonesia, President Chandri ka Kumaratunga of Sri Lanka
and Benazir Bhutto of Paki stan.

Kadir, who is also the chief executive of the organising conmittee, said
the assenbly, the fifth since its inception in the 1960s, would bring
t oget her speakers and di scussion | eaders nade up of statesnen and nenbers
of the diplomatic corps, social scientists, publishers, editors and
journalists as well as NGCs.

Some 500 participants fromall over the world are expected at the
assenbl y.

Razal i added that the organisers were optim stic United Nations
Secretary-Ceneral Kofi Annan woul d al so be present at the assenmbly, as has
been the tradition at previous assenblies.

The PFA was founded by Asian editors and publishers to pronote
professionalismin the Press, besides nmaking journalisma positive
i nfluence in the devel opment of society.

Previ ous assenblies have included lunmi naries such as past UN Secretary-
General s U Thant, Dr Kurt \Wal dhei mand Javier Perez de Cuel | ar; Nobe
pri ze-w nni ng econom st Gunnar Myrdal; Foreign Mnisters such as S.

Raj ar at nam of Si ngapore, Carlos P. Ronul o of the Philippines and Adam
Mal i k of | ndonesi a.
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