03 JAN 2001
Uni ty- Abdul | ah
MEETI NG PROPOSED AMONG UMNO, PAS AND KEADI LAN PRES| DENTS

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 3 (Bernama) -- The Umo Managenent Conmittee neeting
today resolved to propose to Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad that a neeting
be held anong the Umo, PAS and Keadil an presidents to discuss Malay unity.

Speaking to reporters after the neeting, Umo Deputy President Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi said the conmittee's proposal was that Dr
Mahat hir as Umo President neet with PAS President Datuk Fadzil Noor and
Keadil an President Datin Seri Dr Wan Azizah VWan |snail

He said it would be up to the |l eaders of the main Malay parties in this
country to deci de whether delegations fromtheir respective parties should
join the discussions.

The Deputy Prine Mnister said the proposal was anong several matters
agreed to at the two-hour neeting.

These matters woul d be conveyed to the Prime Mnister on his return
fromhis Myanmar visit, he said.

Dr Mahathir left for Myanmar this norning for a brief working visit.

"Once the Prime Mnister gives his consent, we propose that Umo
Secretary General Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob contact the secretaries-general of
the other two parties to explain to themthe format, venue and tinme for the
nmeeting," Abdull ah said.

Replying to a question, he said the committee did not see the need for
a nmediator to be present at the neeting.

"It will be better for these | eaders to face each other and hold heart
to heart talks...there is no need for a nediator,"” he said.

It would be up to the | eaders to convey whatever proposals or decisions
arrived at the neeting to the grassroots of their respective parti es,
Abdul I ah sai d.

He al so said Umo did not [ay down any condition for the neeting.

Commenting on the claimby certain individuals that the neeting woul d
be a waste of time and would only benefit Umo, Abdullah said the neeting
woul d actually benefit the Malays as a whol e.

Thi s was because Mal ay unity had al ways been the basis of nationa
unity, he said.

"We cannot see national unity existing if Ml ays renmain divided,"
Abdul I ah sai d.

The | eaders of Umo, PAS and Keadilan had in fact agreed in principle
to attend a neeting to discuss and restore Malay unity.

Abdul | ah al so said that the managenent conm ttee woul d propose that
Tengku Ahmad Ri t hauddeen be appoi nted Chairman of the Umo Disciplinary
Board whi ch had been set up followi ng anendnments to the party constitution
i n Novenber |ast year.

He said the commttee had al so identified seven others for nenbership
of the board but he did not nane them

"The conmittee will propose to the Suprene Council that nenbership of
the Board be not Iimted to just eight."

He al so said people identified for nmenbership of the Board did not hold
key posts in Umo.

They were suitable candidates for nmenbership of the board as they were
vet erans who understood political bureaucracy and were well versed in the
Unno Constitution, he said.

"I amconfident they will be able to discharge their responsibilities
wel |, " Abdul | ah sai d.



Appoi ntment letters would be sent out after the Supreme Council neeting
on Jan 12, he added.

Touchi ng on another matter, the Umo Deputy President said divisions
coul d form new branches.

Menbers coul d pay their subscriptions by Jan 31 as there had been
conplaints that they were unable to settle the paynment by the end of | ast
year, he said.
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