27/ 08/ 2001
Megawati's visit agenda to reassure I ndon nei ghbours

Habhaj an Si ngh

THERE is a clear swell of pride anong Mal aysi an-based | ndonesi an officials
sorting out final preparations for the visit of newy el ected Presi dent
Megawat i Sukar noputri

As the I ndonesi an del egati on | ands at the Kual a Lunpur I nternationa
Airport in Sepang today, Megawati will lead themfor a two-day state visit
to Mal aysia, and not nmerely a working visit as earlier planned.

"The Mal aysi an Government has deci ded to accord | bu Mega the honour of a
state visit. It's an honour to our president," |Indonesian anbassador to
Mal aysi a Hadi Wayar abi Al hadar sai d.

He tol d Busi ness Tines that the gesture, as deci ded by the Mal aysi an
Cabi net, shows that Mal aysia values its relationship with Indonesia.

On the political front, an inportant itemon the agenda will be
Megawati's first closed-door meeting with Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad si nce she was appoi nted the I ndonesi an President inlate

July.
I ndonesi an officials are expecting that the first eye-to-eye neeting
with the Mal aysian | eader will lead to nore neetings in future, a practice

bet ween Mahat hir and past | ndonesi an | eaders.

"The two |l eaders will be able to neet and get to know each other. It
will also help lay the foundation for strengthening future contacts," he
sai d.

He notes that the two | eaders may deci de to neet every six nonths as has
been t he practi ce between Mahat hir and Megawati's predecessors.

Asked what will be the nmpst inportant outcome fromthe visit, Hadi
Wayarabi said that it would all owthe newl ndonesi an Cabi net ninister to
di scuss pressing i ssues with their Ml aysi an counter-parts.

"They will be able to raise newideas to i ssues faced by both sides," he
sai d.

Bot h nei ghbouri ng countries have been faced with a nunber of problens,

i ncluding the contentious i ssue of imm grant workers and t he haze
originating fromforest fires in the Indonesian i sl ands.

"I'n general, lbu Mega will explain her Cabinet's problens. She wll
stress on sone of her programmes in the fields of econom cs, devel opnent,
| aw and order, and human rights,"” he said.

Layi ng the foundation for future working relationships will be an
integral part of Megawati's hectic visits to eight Asean countries.

Kual a Lunmpur will the last-stop in her whirlwi nd tour that began in the
Phi | i ppi nes and whi ch was fol | owed by Vi et nam Laos, Myanmar, Thail and,
Brunei and Si ngapore.

It cones hot on the heels of her election as the president by the
country's highest legislative body in |ate-July; replacing | ndonesia's
first denocratically-elected | eader, Abdurrahman Abdul Wahi d.

Observers see anot her inmportant arena that may benefit in the com ng
nont hs; which is peace returning to a regi on that had been dodged by
political uncertainties.

The uncertainties, coupled with regional econonic worries due to a
sl omdown i n t he US and Japan, have seen | ndonesi a nursing its wounds of
previ ous excesses.

In the case of Malaysia, investnment flows to I ndonesia have stagnated of
|ate following uncertainties inthe republic. Hadi Wayarabi sai d one of
the reasons is the | and status i ssues that are uncl ear anbng Mal aysi an



i nvestors.

He sai d however, that Indonesia is hoping to see a turnaround on the
i nvest ment scene with the introduction of newlaws and al so the
establ i shment of the fresh Government |ine-up under Megawati .

He said that a nunber of newlaws recently enacted in I ndonesia will
assist in sending a positive message to potential foreign investors.

"Gradually, | think this will be resolved. W will see investors and
conpani es coni ng back agai n, including those fromMl aysia as well," he
sai d.

bservers said that high on the agenda of Megawati's visit through
Sout h- East Asia was to drumup i nvestnent and busi ness and reassure the
region that her vast country was on the nend.

D pl omats have said the regional tour is partly ainmed at displaying her
confidence i n weat heri ng troubl es at hone, foll owi ng her sudden ascent to
the presidency |ast nonth.

The appoi ntnment brings an end to a protracted battle of nerves in the
country involving threats of energency, w angling anong t he vari ous
political factions and the ever-present threat of a mlitary coup.

She steps into the shoes of her |ate father, President Sukarno, who
pl ayed an i nstrunental role in securing |ndonesia's independence fromthe
Dutch in 1949. Later, he went on to assume dictatorial powers and was
ultimately renoved frompower in a coup by General Suharto.

Megawati, who was only two years ol d when | ndonesi a obt ai ned
i ndependence, is today seeking to steer the country forward on the path of
denocracy and rebuil ding a nation that has been torn by an econonic
crisis.

Her presence in Kuala Lunmpur today is a small step towards achi eving the
bi gger picture.
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