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Megawati's visit should cenent |ndonesia-Mlaysiaties

Ram an Sai d

I T may have been a short stay but the visit of Indonesian Vice-President
Megawati Soekarnoputri which ended yesterday has hel ped to further cenent
the bilateral ties between the republic and Ml aysi a.

More significantly, it was her first official visit since assumi ng the
Vi ce- presi dency.

Al t hough she has been to Mal aysia on private visits, this time she was
here with the nandate of President Abdurrahman Wahi d.

She nade this clear when she told Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi during their one-hour neeting at Putrajaya on Monday
that any probl ens encountered by Ml aysi an busi nessnen and i nvestors
shoul d be brought to her attention as she was responsi ble for attracting
i nvestnents to | ndonesi a.

The republic, after the 1997 financial crisis which was made worse by
ethnic and religious conflicts, badly needs new i nvestnents and injection
of funds to help expedite its econom c recovery.

It has a tough task ahead convincing foreign i nvestors, and Megawati is
trying to make a difference with her visits to several Asean nenber
countri es.

During tal ks with Abdull ah, she expressed the desire to see nore
Mal aysi an conpani es i nvesting in her country.

The Deputy Prine M nister assured Megawati of Kual a Lunmpur's conmitnent
but stressed on the need for Indonesia to create an attractive business
climte and ensure political stability if it wanted to see nore Ml aysi an
i nvestors.

He said Mal aysia believed in achieving devel opnent through econom ¢
enhancenent and "prosper thy nei ghbour"” policy.

It was wi se for Abdullah to enphasi se on restoring confidence as no
i nvestors - including Mal aysi an conpanies - would want to put their noney
in any country which faces the danger of being torn apart by religious and
ethnic strife, and with stability and peace bei ng continuously threatened
by denonstrations and riots.

The flow of foreign investnments - Ml aysia can vouch for this as it has
the experience and statistics - depends largely on investor confidence and
the host country's stability.

Megawati adm tted that econom c and political problens were plaguing her
country but was quick to assure Kual a Lunpur that steps had been taken to
overcone them

Anot her issue di scussed was | ndonesi an workers in Ml aysia, and the
probl ens they caused especially those who entered Malaysia illegally.

Megawati expressed the hope that nore of her countrynmen woul d be taken
in. Abdul | ah responded positively, saying foreign workers in Ml aysia were
brought in based on the country's needs.

At the sane tine, he told the visiting Vice-President that Kual a Lunpur
was concerned about the hundreds of thousands of |ndonesians who had

entered the country illegally.
"I ndonesi a should have a suitable structure to hel p overcone the problem
of illegal workers," Abdullah told Megawati, who not only concurred with

the Deputy Prine M nister but promi sed preventive neasures.

He expl ained that the entry of workers through unauthorised channel s not
only burdened Mal aysi a but al so exposed themto possible exploitation by
unscrupul ous peopl e.



Megawati's assurance of assistance augured well for Ml aysia-Indonesia
relations as the subject of Indonesian workers in Ml aysia has al ways been
a delicate issue, especially when it conmes to deporting the illegals.

Wiile there is no doubt that their presence, such as in the construction
sector, has hel ped speed up devel opnent, they are al so the cause of a host
of social problens.

Apprehending the illegals, detaining and feeding them and finally
deporting them has been a burden to the Governnent. Jakarta's assistance
to stemthe tide would provide the nmuch-needed respite.

Abdurrahman, better known as Gus Dur, has given simlar prom ses during
recent talks with Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

The influx of job-seekers into Malaysia could al so be reduced through
econom ¢ devel opnents as citizens of a prosperous country are unlikely to
seek greener pasture el sewhere.

I nroads have al so been nmade on border and | oggi ng i ssues with Megawati
agreeing to solve the problens through joint conm ssion neetings.

"W agreed to hold a joint conmm ssion neeting next nonth, and the
matters nentioned will be discussed," said Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri
Syed Hami d Al bar when briefing reporters on the neeting.

It is hoped the agreenment would prevent officials fromblam ng and
accusi ng each other |ike what happened | ast year over clains of illega
| oggi ng carried out by Ml aysi an conpani es and the detention of Ml aysi ans
by | ndonesi an police.

The war of words were not good for bilateral relations, nore so when it
i nvol ved cl ai ns of Mal aysi an soldiers protecting illegal |oggers.

Di sagreenment over any contentious issues should be ironed out through
di scussi on and negoti ation instead of bickering which has the potential of
getting out of control.

Megawati, whose trip to Malaysia was at the invitation of Abdullah, has
invited the Deputy Prime Mnister to visit |ndonesia.

A reciprocal visit by the Mal aysi an | eader shoul d be considered by the
Deputy Prinme Mnister's office to ensure the existing good working
relati onship between both | eaders be nurtured further.

It will be a good opportunity to sort out pending issues, besides
expl ori ng ot her areas of co-operation.
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