08/ 01/ 2001
Megawati arrives for three-day official visit

M K. Megan; Patvi nder Singh

SEPANG, Sun. - Indonesian Vice-President Megawati Soekarnoputri arrived at
the Kual a Lunpur International Airport today for a three-day official
visit.

She was received by Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar and
Deputy Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Shahrizat Abdu
Jalil.

This is Megawati's first official visit to Malaysia since becom ng Vice-
President. She had rmade private visits to Malaysia in 1991 and 1997.

Megawati arrived in Sepang after conpleting her three-day official visit
to Bangl adesh which was part of her visit to several Asian countries,

i ncluding some in West Asia.

Megawati's husband, Taufik Kiemas, Foreign Mnister Dr Alwi Shi hab and
governnent officials were part of the 40-nenber del egation.

They will visit Penang tonorrow and | ater the KLCC

She wi Il have an audi ence with Yang di - Pertuan Agong Sul tan Sal ahuddin
Abdul Aziz Shah and call on Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahmad Badawi .

Megawati will be briefed on Mal aysia's econonmic policies by officials
fromthe Econonmic Planning Unit. Her visit here is on Abdullah's
invitation.

In Kuala Lunpur earlier, Syed Hanmid said Megawati's visit to Ml aysia
was to strengthen the close bilateral ties between the two countries and
it was not to seek support for |eadership in her country.

He said allegations to that effect by certain quarters were unfounded as
Mal aysia did not interfere in the internal affairs of other countries.

"I do not think that this visit is for that purpose because she has al so
visited other countries and Mal aysia is one country she has not visited.
So, this is a normal visit and should not be interpreted as anything
else," he said at Wsnma Putra's Hari Raya Aidilfitri open house today.

Syed Hami d was commenting on clains by certain quarters that Megawati's
visit to Mal aysia was ai med at strengthening her |eadership position in
I ndonesi a.

Asked if there were any specific issues to be discussed at the neeting
bet ween Abdul | ah and Megawati, Syed Hamid said there woul d be genera
i ssues pertaining to the two countries' economc, political and current
si tuation.

"There will be an exchange of views, it should be free flowing. There is
no fixed agenda for the neeting," he said.

On anot her note, Syed Hamid was asked about the visit of United Nations
Secretary-General Kofi Annan's special envoy to Myannar, Tan Sri Razal
Ismail, to that country at about the sane tine as Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad's visit.

Syed Hamid said the two visits had no connection and no inference should
be nade.
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