27 AUG 2001
Megawati - Arri val
MEGAWATI ARRI VES FOR TWDO DAY STATE VISIT

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 27 (Bernama) -- Indonesian President Megawati
Soekarnoputri arrived here today for a two-day state visit ained at
strengthening Indonesia's ties with the other nine fell ow Asean nmenber
countri es.

The visit, which is at the invitation of Yang di-Pertuan Agong Sultan
Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah, is Megawati's first trip to Ml aysia since she
was appoi nted president on July 23.

Megawati was net on arrival at the KL International Airport (KLIA) by
Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar.

Flying in from Singapore, Megawati, acconpani ed by her husband, Taufiq
Kiemas, is on the last |leg of her tour of the nine Asean countries in eight
days.

Also in the entourage is |Indonesian Foreign M nister Noer Hassan
Wrajuda and a 60-nenber del egati on.

Soon after arrival, Megawati headed for Parlianment Square where she was
accorded a state wel cone by Sultan Sal ahuddi n and Raj a Permai suri Agong
Tuanku Siti Ai shah.

Present were Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, Deputy
Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, Cabinet mnisters, senior
government officials and representatives of the foreign m ssion.

At the wel com ng cerenony, Megawati inspected a guard-of - honour nounted
by four officers and 104 nen of the First Battalion Royal Ml ay Regi nent
commanded by Mej Handan Musa. A 21-gun salute was also fired.

The president was then introduced to the Cabinet mnisters and the
representatives of the foreign nssion.

Dr Mahathir and his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamed Ali, are
scheduled to call on Megawati at her hotel this afternoon.

Megawati is then scheduled to have a four-eye neeting with Dr Mbhathir
at the Prime Mnister's Office in Putrajaya.

Both | eaders are expected to di scuss econonmic matters and current
devel opnents besides touching on bilateral natters between Kual a Lunpur and
Jakart a.

Toni ght, Megawati will call on Sultan Sal ahuddi n and Tuanku Siti Ai shah
before attending a state banquet at I|stana Negara.

The president is scheduled to attend a gathering of nmenbers of the
I ndonesi an conmmunity at the |Indonesi an Enbassy tonorrow.

Megawati and her entourage is expected to | eave for hone |ater
t onor r ow.
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