08/ 06/ 2001
Meiji University honours Mahathir

Lokman Mansor in Tokyo

TOKYO, Thurs: Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad was conf ered
yesterday an honorary doctorate by Meiji University, one of the nost
prestigious tertiary institutions in Tokyo.

The award was confered by Meiji University president Proffessor Yuich
Yanada.

Dr Mahathir is the 18th recipient of the honorary doctorate fromthe
uni versity since 1971, and the fourth Prime Mnister to recei ve such an
awar d.

The previous | eaders that have been confered were Takeo M ki and
Tom i chi Muruyanma of Japan and Canada's Jean Chreti an.

The honorary doctorate was confered on Dr Mahathir in recognition of his
"dedi cation and commtment to the pronotion of human resource devel opnent "
i n Mal aysi a t hrough "educati onal and t echnol ogi cal exchange wi t h gl obal
per spective".

The conferment acknow edges the Prime Mnister's role in launchingthe
Look- East Policy in the early 1980s, that enphasi ses the significance of
the work ethics and val ues of the Japanese whi ch Ml aysi ans ought to
emul ate to attain industrialised nation status by 2020.

The uni versity has 34, 000 students and nore than 700 faculty staff.

Si nce 1984, 372 Mal aysi ans have been adnmitted into the university to
pur sue under graduat e and gr aduat e progranmmes of vari ous di sciplines.

Currently there are 14 Mal aysi an students pursui ng under graduate
progranmmes i n sci ence and engineering fields, two at post-graduate | evel
and one doct or at e.

In his acceptance speech, Dr Mahathir said it is an honour and privil ege
for himto be inthe illustrious conpany of the previous recipients.

Dr Mahathir is on a four-day working visit to Japan. Earlier yesterday
he delivered the inaugural speech at the United Nations University's U
Thant Di stingui shed Lecture Seri es.

He will visit NTT Musashi no R&D Centre tonmorrow, foll owed by a keynote
address at the 7th N kkei International Conference. Later Dr Mahathir wll
call on Japanese Prine M nister Junichiro Koizum .

He wi || al so have a di al ogue wi t h Mal aysi an students on Sat urday ni ght.
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