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By: Yong Soo Heong

BQAO (Hai nan), Feb 25 (Bernama) -- Menbership in the Boao Forum for
Asia (BFA) is open to any conpany in the world so long as it has an
interest in Asia, says BFA's pro tem secretary-general Tan Sri Ait Singh.

G ven that BFA was non-governnmental and non-political, it was open to
any conpany keen on pronoting nore trade and investnent in the region, he
told a briefing here today.

"They can be | ocated anywhere, be it Europe, North America or Latin
America so long as they have an interest in Asia," he said.

Al in all, participants from25 Asian countries including Mlaysia
will attend BFA which will begin tomorrow where Ajit will be formally
appoi nted as secretary-general.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad will deliver a keynote
address at the inauguration of BFA on Tuesday.

Ajit said Dr Mahathir was chosen to deliver the keynote address because
of the recognition accorded to the Ml aysian prem er as the nost senior
anong the | eaders and his reputation as the "Voice of Asia", especially
wi th his chanpi oning the cause of East Asian countries.

Traci ng BFA' s establishnment, he said the i dea was nooted by several
fornmer Asian | eaders when they nmet in 1998.

They felt that an Asian-w de body to provide greater trade and
i nvestnment as well as cooperation should be set up, he said.

The Chi nese governnent then gave full support by providing a per manent
secretariat in Boao on Hainan island, he said.

Ajit felt that Boao, |ocated at the southernnmost tip of China, was
chosen because the Chi nese governnent wanted to show that it did not want
to be seen as "dom nating" the forumand the |ocation was also close to
many Sout h East Asian nations.

He al so said the proposed research institute to be set up under the
auspi ces of BFA would not be a university-like institution but nore of a
research body for current trade and econom c issues.

Ajit stressed that BFA' s enphasis would be to pronote greater
i nter-dependence in the economc field anong Asian countries through the
exchange of ideas anong | eaders, business |eaders and academni cs.
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