01/11/ 2001
Men's open to go ahead as pl anned

K. M Boopat hy

THE Mal aysi an nen's open squash chanpi onships will be held as pl anned
after all as the SRA of Ml aysia (SRAM is al nost sure of securing funds
to host the event. Thanks to the efforts of SRAM Proj ect 2006 chair nman

Dat uk Mokhzani Mahat hir who was instrunental in securing the sponsors to
host the tournanent which of fer US$30,000 (RML14,00) in total prize noney,
Mal aysi an squash ent husiasts can | ook forward to seeing their favourite

pl ayer Ong Beng Hee to defend the title on Dec 9-16.

SRAM executive director Kol (Rtd) Wng Ah Jit said that there will be a
final neeting with Mdkhzani today and is | ooking forward to a favourable
out come.

"W will be having a nmeeting with Mkhzani tonorrow (today) and it | ooks
good that the tournament will be staged after all and Ong will definitely
defend his title," said Wng in Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

"The Mal aysi an Open is the only nmajor tournament where squash
ent husi asts can see Ong in action and he has al ready confirned his
participation in the event.

"Besi des Ong, we will have several top squash players in the event which
will once again be a crowdpuller."

The initial sponsors of the event, OSK Securities, withdrew their
sponsorshi p deal last nonth and SRAM were on the verge of calling it off.
However, SRAM s appeal to save the tournanment was answered by fornmer
Asi an Squash Federation (ASF) president Mdkhzani due to his sound

corporate links.

The tournament is very crucial for Ong as he will be able to break into
the top eight if he can secure the title again

Ong, ranked 10th at the nmonent, could see his world ranking drop if the
tournament is scrapped, as he will | ose the points earned through his win
| ast year and eventually finish the year below the top 10.

However, Ong will face a tough tinme this year as he is likely to be
chal | enged by world nunber five Thierry Lincou France for the title.

Ong defeated Australian John WIlians | ast year to becone the first
Mal aysian to win the three-star tournament.

The Mal aysi an wonen's open will be scrapped due to poor funds and the
fact that top player Nicol David will be in Arsterdamto attend the Liz
Irving training canp.
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