28/ 10/ 2001

"Fruits of developnent will be shared by all

KENI NGAU, Sat. - Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badaw
has assured an equitable distribution of devel opnent funds between urban
and rural areas.

Speaki ng at the opening of an open market here today, he said it was the
Governnent's objective to ensure that all segments of the comunity
benefited fromthe fruits of devel opnment.

Devel opnment woul d not be restricted only in nmajor towns or cities
because the petty traders fromthe rural areas al so played inportant roles
in the country's progress, he said.

Abdul | ah said this was asserted in the strategi c approach announced by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad when tabling the Budget 2002
on Cct 19.

"Alarge allocation of RVb billion was given for rural devel opnent in
t he Budget."

The all ocation would be used for inmproving infrastructural facilities,
such as roads, treated water and electricity supply in the rural areas.

Creating econonic activities for the rural comunity woul d al so be given
priority by the Governnent.

"W don't want to see only mmjor areas such as Kual a Lunpur or Kota
Ki nabal u progress, while others are | eft behind," Abdullah said.

He noted the Governnent's earlier pronise to provide water and
electricity supply to all schools in Sabah and Sarawak.

He assured that the Governnment was | ooking towards providing basic
anenities and education to rural towns and vill ages.

Abdul  ah | ater |aunched the newl y-forned Sabah Interior Devel opnent
Foundati on (SI DF) headed by Entrepreneur Devel opment M nistry
Parlianmentary Secretary Datuk Ri zal man Abdul | ah.

He al so officiated at the opening of SIDF's office at the town centre
her e.

SIDF's main objective is to inprove the livelihood of the communities in
the interior regions of Sabah.
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