21/ 05/ 2001

"Not practical for the nonent'

THE proposal to revise the higher education quota so that 15 per cent of
the intake is based on nerit is a good idea for the future but not
practical for the tinme being, said MC president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel lu
yest er day.

He said Indians at the nonent m ght not be able to conpete with the
Chi nese for seats allocated according to nerit.

"This will be a very useful proposition for Ml aysian Indians in the
future.'

Sany Vel lu was commenting on New Straits Tines Press (M Berhad
executive director Tan Sri Abdul | ah Ahnmad' s suggestion on Saturday that
the Bunmi putera quota in higher education be reduced to 50 per cent and the
non- Bum putera quota to 35 per cent to make way for the 15 per cent quota
for students who nmerit entry into institutions of higher |earning.

Abdul | ah, speaking at the National Unity Convention, had said that
Mal ays woul d be better equi pped for nodern-day survival if nmeritocracy was
i mpl emented i n stages.

Sany Vellu, who is also Wirks Mnister, said the plight of Indians was
al nost the sane as that of Buni puteras.

"W have both been | eft behind where tertiary education is concerned."

He said neritocracy had its shortconi ngs as | ndi ans who could only
obtain eight 1As in the Sijil Pel ajaran Mal aysia could not conpete with
t hose who had 11 or 12 1As.

Sammy Vellu al so wel comed Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad' s
statenment yesterday that he was unhappy with the racial representation in
uni versities where Mal ays seened overdependent on the quota system

"We want all Ml aysians to have sufficient places in local universities
with special attention being given to Indians."

He said the nunmber of Indian doctors would be reduced to only one per
cent of all in the profession in 10 years tinme if nothing was done to
boost their nunbers.

This was because many in the profession would be facing retirenment with
none to replace their nunbers, he said.
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