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Chok Suat Ling

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - A special briefing on the nerit-based systemto be

i npl emented soon in all public universities was held for vice-chancellors
and senior officials fromthe Educati on Mnistry today.

The session was chaired by Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah
Ahrmad Badaw .

The hal f-day, cl osed-door session at Putrajaya was al so attended by
Education Mnister Tan Sri Miusa Mhanmad, Education director-general Datuk
Abdul Rafie Mahat, deputy vice-chancellors, principals of teachers
training colleges, and representatives fromState and district education
depart nents.

At t endance was compul sory.

Abdul Rafie confirmed that the briefing was on the nerit-based system
but declined to el aborate.

Cases of student indiscipline, allegations of a jihad novenent being
uncovered at Universiti Utara Ml aysia and Universiti Kebangsaan Ml aysi a
were not di scussed.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad had announced that a
merit-based systemwoul d be introduced fromnext year at public
universities to ensure Bumi putera students take their studies seriously.

A briefing on the systemwas held at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre on Aug
8 for Umo menbers

Miusa |l ater said the mnistry was still deciding on the nbost suitable
met hod of inplenmentation for the system

Among t he met hods bei ng considered are to increase slightly the mini num
entry requirenment for Bum putera students, and to ensure undergraduates
retained a certain | evel of academ c excellence while in university.
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